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Spring Romance Carville 
stylish marriage for Bill can’t afford carriage, but Julie looks sweet upon the seat bicycle 
built for two. 
THE editor provided the tandem bike for this romance. Wedding bells will ring 


the fall for these two young Texans who met here. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest resemblance Zaraath. The unfortunate 
notion that zaraath Hansen’s disease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many different 
diseases the course time. Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince 
any physician that the six seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word zaraath had nothing com- 


mon with what called leprosy today. 


These statements are supported authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 
MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control “leprosy” will depend for its success ed- 


ucated public opinion. 


not apparent that the disease call leprosy anywhere specifically referred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever have been attached the disease now know those names, for with the names 
have gone all the Biblical misconceptions contagiousness and fear that harass victims the disease today. (Modern 
Concepts Leprosy Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles Thomas, publisher.) 

Since Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the lepraphobia today, change 
would contribute saner public viewpoint. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would discon- 
tinue medical application the Old Testament name and identify the Hansen infection scientifically 
accurate and descriptive name, name which would enable the general public better understand the nature the 
disease and the medical advances which have been made treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infants 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least 
all communicable diseases. 

The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diptheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 

Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt exists 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existence, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, cafe- 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West Virginia) have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have “no 
restrictions” regards isolation patients, 

* * * * * * * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
cillus. single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs. 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect 
other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

* * * * * * * * * 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtained any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

* * * * * * * * * 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease, They are treatment choice” the 
world over. They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes 
With modern treatment the disease need not result 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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Carville Serve Civil 


Emergency Hospital 
Event Nuclear War 


Two Civil Defense emergency porta- 
bie hospital units were delivered this 
hospital, March serve patients from 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
the event enemy nuclear attack, 

The units will used handle 
overflow patients from the two cities 
case necessity. 

Dr. Edgar Johnwick, hospital di- 
rector, said facilities the hospital 
would safe and “quite for 
such disaster. 

said Carville’s years experi- 
ence which professional employe 
has been known contract 
disease makes dangers acquiring Han- 
sen’s disease Carville almost nonex- 

Louisiana’s civil defense director, 
Maj. Gen. Raymond said 
the packaged hospitals are being placed 
strategic locations throughout the 
state, 

Gen. Hufft said Carville was the first 
federal hospital the Southwest five- 
state region civil defense receive 
delivery the units. 

Each unit complete portable hos- 
pital containing its own electrical power 
supply and drugs. When taken out 
storage after nuclear attack, 
pital has three surgical 
tions which can into action simui- 
taneously, The units 
tion sections, X-ray machines and 200 
folding cots. 

Station Bulletin (Mar. 5), Dr. 
Johnwick said: 

“This responsibility will enable 
make important contribution the 
Civil Defense preparedness program 
Louisiana. The formal agreement en- 
tered into with the State Louisiana 
lists General Services Officer, Bernard 
Engler, the official custodian. 

must emphasized that these 
Civil Defense hospitals are only for use 
Civil Defense emergency major 
natural disaster and then only with per- 
the Louisiana State Civil De- 
fense Agency. 

“It goes without saying, course, that 
our fervent hope that the need 
use these emergency hospitals will never 


the interest widening informa- 
tion Hansen’s disease professional 
and lay ‘groups, Dr. 
Medical Officer Charge hos- 
pital, addressed the Louisiana Derma- 
tological Society New Orleans, 
and March 11, Dr. Johnwick ad- 
dressed the Galveston, Texas, Rotary 
Club their luncheon meeting Ho- 
Galvez. 


Prescription From 
Dr. A.M. Davison, Chief, 
Rehabilitation Branch 


Upon recognition leprosy, ac- 
cept the physician’s advice, come Car- 
turn out-patient treatment ap- 
propriate time when 
benefit has been achieved, 

While the hospital, keep 
busy, study, work, and useful, for 
then what bothers one can scarcely as- 
sume exaggerated importance. Note: 
Patients exaggerate leprosy out- 
siders. 

Religious patients will pray and 
powerful relief. 

Both patients and staff must main- 
tain their senses proportion. all 
expect survive hard knocks. Equani- 
mity and peace mind are found 
inside one’s self, not bottle tran- 
quillizers. 

Extend the current program pa- 
tient education the course lep- 
1osy and its management. 

should accept our patients 
they are, their varied methods and back- 
grounds, without attempt make them 
over into common pattern. 

social change threatens one’s 
fabric and security, anxiety warns him 
protect his set patterns 
ance; must keep with the ad- 
vance modern medicine, but do- 
ing must consistent and avoid 

our staff, “An optimistic straight- 
forward approach more potent than 
knowledge And, our pa- 
tients, “Be diligent youth lest find 
yourselves paupers during the last 
for which the first was made.” 


CARVILLE CONSULTANT 
HONORED 


Dr. Daniel Riordan, prominent 
New Orleans orthopedist, was chosen 
president-elect the American Society 
for Surgery the Hand, recent 
meeting Chicago. 

Carville patients were happy learn 
that this honor was bestowed upon one 
this hospital’s most valuable and es- 
teemed consultants. Dr. 
been making regular professional visits 
Carville for years, and has done 
cutstanding work here reconstructive 
hand surgery. During the year 1958, 
Dr. Riordan made visits this hos- 
pital, saw 222 and performed 
operations. 


Change Address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving, 
giving both old and new address. 


Patients Want Know 


Hansen’s disease caused diet 
deficiency? Can child inherit this dis- 
ease from his mother? What about new 
drugs for treatment this illness? 
animals cared for having 
Hansen’s disease also have this disease? 

These are but sample the barrage 
questions which greeted the medical 
staff this hospital when 
tients February 16, 1959, responded 
health education invitation at- 
tend the first series planned pa- 
tient education seminars about leprosy 
and service programs this hospital. 

Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, led off the informal discussion 
type programs with talk “Legis- 
lation Affecting the Care 
ment Patients with Leprosy.” 

Slides were used Dr. W.H. Meyer, 
Chief the Clinical Branch, demon- 
strate and give information the caus- 
ative organism the disease, the vari- 
ous types leprosy, epidemiology and 
management the disease, both the 
hospital discharge. 

Mr. W.E. Cannon discussed the work 
the hospital social worker helping 
resolve the personal, social and family 
problems patients. 

Other staff members presenting in- 
formation the nine sessions the 
seminar program included Sister Vin- 
cent, Hospital Dietetics; Miss Garnet 
Hines, Therapy; Mr. 
Keisler, Manuel Arts Therapy; Mr. 
Rickman, Jr., Special Services 
Section; Dr. A.M. Davison, Rehabilita- 
tion Branch and Mr, Dean Currier, 
Physical Therapy. 

Was this attempt 
tients with information about their ill- 
ness, successful? The hospital admini- 
stration believes was, and support 
this feeling, points the interest and 
regular attendance the participating 
patients and their request that program 
periods extended from 114 hours 
order that all might have oppor- 
tunity satisfy their interest 
taining information. 

Elsa Nelson 
Health Educator 


BRIEF ASSIGNMENT 


Dr. Robert Schenck reported here 
ment our resident medical staff. Dr. 
Schenck will then leave the Public 
Health Service, which joined 1957, 
enter the foreign mission 

Dr. Schenck, who came here from the 
PHS Indian Red Lake, Minn., 
where served for two years, grad- 
uate University Illinois Medical 
School. interned the Akron Gen- 
Hospital, Akron, Ohio, The new 
stalfer replaces Dr. Kenneth Ambrose 
the EENT department. 
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New Light Hansen’s Disease 


Argentine Scientist Claims Success Experimental Transmission Hansen’s Bacillus Animals 


4 


Dr. Meny Bergel (above), Director, Lab- 


cratorio Investigaciones Leprologicas, 
Rosario, Argentina, shown signing THE 
STAR’s Guestbook. Dr. Bergel member 
the International Leprosy Association, 
with publications this subject his 
credit. was Research Fellow the 
University Rochester Medical 
Fulbright Fellowship. 


For the first time the history 
Hansen’s disease, experimental lab- 
oratory animal has successfully 
inoculated with Hansen’s bacilli, the 
claim Dr. Meny Bergel Argentina 
confirmed other scientists and 
work Dr. Bergel and his col- 
laborator, Professor Karl Mason 
the University Rochester, Rochester, 
New York. 

Bergel has reported his work 
medical literature, and 
the International Leprosy 
(Vol. 26, No. i). had read Dr. Ber- 
gel’s the Journal were 
somewhat familiar with his work when 
stay February, which time were 
privileged interview him. Dr. Bergel 
was route Rochester, N.Y., where 
will continue his research “Ex- 
perimental Leprosy.” 

Dr. Bergel told STAR that 
with Hansen’s bacilli, after the rats had 
been kept special diet for long 
period, thus preparing the rat-host for 
the organism. The special diei 
was composed great amount un- 
saturated fat, rancid fats, fish oil, and 
with very low content Vitamin 
Dr. Bergel calls this diet 
produces the experimental animal 
“prooxidant state,” that is, organic 
condition which uncontrolled oxida- 
tion occurs, 

Rats and Men 

Dr. Bergel points out that areas 

the world where Hansen’s disease 
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highly endemic, people live diet 
some similar that given the 
experimental rats. According Dr. 
theory, unless the 
organically conditioned receive the 
bacillus, the mycobacterium 
will not grow, matter how great 
how long the exposure. said 
Bergel, “explains the low communica- 
bility disease, since necessary 
have special ground accept the 
bacilli and develop the disease.” 


Offers Proof 

prove that the bacilli grew 
the rats the Hansen organism, and 
variant, Dr. Bergel prepared 
from it. this “lep- 
remin” patients with Hansen’s dis- 
and found that the 
pared from the lesions rats behaved 
the same way that similar prepara- 
ground and sterilized tissue containing 
bacilli, used for 
skin tests, and little diagnos- 
tic utility. However, “lepromin” 
lieved value the prognosis 
and classification Hansen’s 


Diet Does 


From his research, Dr. Bergel con- 
cludes that diet not only the deciding 
factor the transmission 


disease but that diet extremely 


portant its prevention and probably 
also its treatment, suggests for 
patients, and contacts, diet fresh 
foods, particularly fresh vegetables, and 
avoid rancid foods and oily fish. 

Dr. Bergel himself has placed smail 
group patients Argentina such 
diet and added Vitamins and 
plus chemotherapy with 
‘The reason such treatment regimen 
said Dr. Bergel, that 
“Antioxidant.” Vitamin considered 
the primary antioxidant, INH the 
metal deactivator, and the ascorbic acid 
(Vitamin acts the synergist, unit- 
ing the first two and making them more 
than they would separately. 

Dr. Bergel contends that the anti- 
Hansen’s disease properties the sul- 
fone group drugs due 
antioxidant activity. 

The evidence presented Dr. Bergel 
that the Hansen’s bacillus can survive 
and produce typical lesions 
tory animals, properly prepared dieteti- 
cally, offers new experimental approach- 
the metabolic and pathogenic as- 
pects Hansen’s disease. Though 
Dr. Bergel’s work will 
amined and evaluated, critically and 
thoroughly, the scientific 


fore acceptance, himself convinced 
“We that all these experiments will 
change the concept have had about 
this disease, and this can the point 
departure for new treatment Han- 
sen’s disease which consider more 
metabolic 


Tokyo Talk 


Dr. Bergel did not attend the Tokyo 
Congress (VII International Congress 
Leprology, November 1958), but 
there was reference his work Dr. 
Windsor Wade, President the In- 
ternational Leprosy Association, during 
the discussion period the session 
Sacteriology and Pathology. this 
Dr. Chapman Binford, Armed 
ton, D.C., and Dr. Chattergee, Director 
the School Tropical Medicine, 
Calcutta, India, setting 
forth their claims for 
inoculation animals with Hansen’s 
bacilli. 

Dr. Binford reported success the 
inoculation golden but 
negative results other animals, Like 
Dr. Bergel, Dr. Binford lowered the 
hamsters’ resistance before inoculation. 
did this total body irradiation 
and the administration cortisone. 
inoculation sites generally chosen 
were those having relatively low temp- 
erature, since Dr. Binford believes that 
the Hansen’s bacillus selectively affects 
the cooler parts the human body. The 
characteristic response the inocula- 
tion was histiocytic granuloma, some 
containing Hansen’s bacilli. 

Another experiment the transmis- 
sion Hansen’s bacilli animals was 
reported Dr. Chattergee who argued 
that the crux the problem find 
new experimental animal and intro- 
duce some human factor along with the 
inoculation the bacilli. claimed 
have succeeded transmitting the 
Hansen’s bacillus hybrid strain 
black mice which more 
showed heavy infection within 
months inoculation. Dr. Chattergee 
said hoped would possible 
supply mice the strain question 
other workers this type experi- 
ment. 


the ensuing discussion the To- 
kyo Congress, Dr. Wade spoke the 
reported results Dr. Bergel, Dr, Bin- 
ford and Dr. Chattergee “highly en- 
couraging.” would seem that long 
last there has been break-through 
the problem producing 
disease laboratory animals. 
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Medical Plan Received With 
Optimism 


national Medical Research Bethesda, 
Md., site the other National Insti- 
“Health for Peace Act” proposed 
Sen. Lister Hill 

The new Institute would directed, 
are the other Institutes Bethesda, 
under the authority the Surgeon Gen- 
eral the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Also under the proposed legislation, 
young scientists from the U.S. would 
exchange period study with their 
counterparts other parts the world. 
The counterparts could study the 
new Institute, The Rockefeller Founda- 
tion now educating trainees from 
other countries. 

One problem will have solved 
the legislation passed: Many train- 
ees are reluctant return their coun- 
tries when the training period ends. 

Presently, Sen. Hill suggests that 
$50,000,000 per year appropriated 
for the international medical program. 
—-Science News Letter, March 1959. 


Coordinator International 
Named 


new position, Departmental Coor- 
dinator International Affairs, has 
been established the Department 
Health, Education, and Welfare. (The 
Public Health Service operates un- 
der HEW.) 

The new position will coordinate in- 
ternational activities related health, 
education, vocational rehabilitation, so- 
cial insurance, social welfare, and other 
areas within the Department 
vide liaison with other Government de- 
partments and agencies having interna- 
tional concerns. The Department’s oper- 
ating agencies will continue hold 
direct administrative responsibility for 
the international aspects their pro- 
grams. 

Robert Kevan has been named 
the new post. served special 
assistant the chief medical director 
the Veterans Administration before 
coming HEW March 1958 as- 
sistant the Assistant Secretary. —Pub- 
lic Health Reports, Feb, 1959. 

Editor’s note: The above items are 
special interest this hospital and 
bear direct relationship one its 
announced objectives: “To 
responsibilities leadership thrust up- 
this hospital combination the 
facts that the United States has achieved 
world leadership medicine and that 
this the only leprosarium the con- 
tinental United States.” 


The patients with Han- 
sen’s disease from other countries be- 
ing transferred Carville 
ment has been mentioned, and such 
idea certainly line with Sen. 
“Health for Peace Hansen’s dis- 
ease not serious public health prob- 
lem the United States, numerically 
speaking, (guestimate: 
es). But tremendous health prob- 
lem, globally speaking, (WHO estimates 
million cases with high per- 
centage untreated). 

International 
program Hansen’s disease, one 
could set under this new act, 
would have unlimited publicity, and 
exchange scientists the field 
would doubt most profitable 
ali concerned. Here the would 
have everything gain because relative- 
few scientists are presently working 
have worked research. There 
are many fine scientists other 
countries whose work hampered 
limited funds and they would give their 
eyeteeth pursue their research here. 
From time time our state department 
has arranged for scientists come 
this country for year’s work, the most 
recent such instance Dr. Meny Bergel 
Argentina whose research work re- 
ported this issue. 

interest that during the year 
1958, foreign physicians visited this 
hospital. They were here for periods 
few hours, few days few weeks 
and number these physicians ex- 


longer periods study. 


Knights Malta Study Africa 


delegation the Sovereign Order 
the Knights Malta has left Rome 
for Italian Somaliland, visit the hos- 
pital for Hansen’s disease operated 
the order Gelib. 

The purpose the visit prepare 
for the Inter-regional African Confer- 
ence for the campaign against Hansen’s 
disease Africa. The meeting will 
held April under the sponsor- 
ship the World Health Organization 
Brazzaville. 

The Order the Knights Malta 
will attend the conference study the 
problems connected with the fight 
gainst the disease and the social rehabil- 
itation leprosy patients. Similar stud- 
ies were examined congress spon- 
sored the Order Rome 1956, 
following which the Order established 
the “International Catholic Center for 
the Assistance the Hansenians” 
Palazzo Malta, Rome. The Center pub- 
lishes excellent quarterly journal ed- 
ited Dr, Guiseppe Bendandi. Ra- 
phael Brown Washington, 
Consulting Editor. 


Hansen’s Disease Declines 


New State Hawaii 


report dated Feb. 10, 1959 put out 
the Division Hansen’s Disease, 
Territorial Health Department, Hono- 
lulu, notes continuing decline the 
hospitalized for treatment since 1938, 
Last year, the figure dropped 149. 

There are two treatment centers 
Hawaii where patients with 
disease are hospitalized, Hale Mohalu, 
City, near Honolulu, and Ka- 
laupapa the island Molokai. Semi- 
weekly clinics are held St. Francis 
Hospital Honolulu. 

Prior 1948, average new 
patients were found annually during 
period. From 1948 1958, the 
average decreased new patients 
annually. 

Fourteen new patients were diagnosed 
1957 and 1958. Only three 
these 1957 and six 1958 required 
hospitalization. The others 
treated outpatient clinics. 

The report notes that previously, pa- 
tients were mainly 
who were infected during infancy and 
childhood, but discovered only after 
adolescence adulthood. 

During the past years, however, 
per cent new patients were born 
Hawaii and the rest were from the 
Philippines, Samoa and other Orient 
and Pacific 


Proportion 


“The proportion foreign-born 
has been increas- 
ing and appears that within years, 
most the new patients will from 
among immigrants. 

“If the present trend continues there 
will few only occasional cases 
mong native-born Hawaiians after 
1980,” the report states. 

Much the credit for the control 
the disease given sulfone drugs 
first used here 1946, 

addition checking the disease, 
the drugs prolong the lives those af- 
flicted. 

During 10-year period preceding the 
use the drugs, there were 378 deaths 
Kalaupapa. The life expectancy was 
less than years. 


Deaths 


During the past years, only pa- 
tients died there and the life expectan- 
has been over years. 

“The number deaths occuring now 
higher than the number experi- 
enced throughout Hawaii 
general population the same age and 


(cont’d page 17) 
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Five live-wire nurses from the British 
Isles are this country variation 
the old American tradition work- 
ing one’s way through college—they are 
working their way through the 


Nurses from the British Isles, touring US. 
r.) Miss Adams, Miss Beadle, Miss 
Brady, Miss Houghton and Miss Greene. 


The five gals have been the 
for two years while going from place 
place—wherever they want stop and 
can get employment. All graduate nurs- 
es, they work such when possible but 
say that they have accepted jobs gas 
station and variety simi- 
lar jobs. 

Gwenda Brady, Maureen 
and Patricia Beadle, all England, 
Molly Adams Scotland, and Cecilia 
Greene Ireland, visited this hospital 
Feb. 11. Miss Beadle and Miss Brady 
had worked Jordan Hospital, 
wood, Surrey, England, where patients 
with Hansen’s disease are admitted for 
treatment, voluntary basis. They 
were the only two the quintet who 
knew each other before coming this 
country, 

All came the United States re- 
sponse advertisements for nurses pub- 
lished England. The attractive group 
was here during Mardi Gras, visited 
the French Quarter New Orleans 
and are now all working hospitals 
Los Angeles, Calif., according corre- 
spondence received from since 
their visit. 

When THE editor comment- 
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the fact that some them did 
not have the anticipated English accent, 
one the girls retorted, years 
the States, you know.” 

When asked when they plan re- 
turn England, one the girls said, 
“We like here very much. will 
back England, but don’t know 
when.” 

The Editor pointed out Miss 
Greene Tipperary, Ireland, that it’s 
long way Tipperary, she replied 

While they are seeing the country, 
the country indeed fortunate get 
eyefull such fine group ven- 
turesome young women. 

* * 

Dr. Loren Siffring Colorado, now 
the Medical Corp, stationed Tink- 
Air Force Base, Oklahoma City, had 
never, his knowledge, seen case 
Hansen’s disease until spent week 
February. Dr. Siffring will 
out the service September, and 
medical missionary under the aus- 
pices the Wisconsin Synod Lutheran 
Church. 


Dr. John widely 
known the white doctor the 1956- 
March Medicine television film, 
from the Belgian Congo where oper- 
ates general hospital and out-pa- 
tient treatment center for Hansen’s dis- 
ease under the auspices the Christian 
Churches’ Disciples Christ Congo 
Dr. Ross spent two weeks 
Carville March. was pastor 
West Coast Christian Churches for 
before beginning his training 
become medical missionary. grad- 
uated Indiana University School 
Medicine and interned Southern 
Baptist Hospital New Orleans 
1917-48, and visited Carville that 
time. 

Dr. Ross now has 303 


under treatment, but these, only 
are They are using the 
sulfones with “encouraging results”. 

“Carville,” said, “goes beyond 
expectation.” took particular note 
the progress made here physio ther- 
apy. 

Dr. Ross demand speaker 
wherever goes. While was here, 
spoke New Orleans and ad- 
dressed the Baton Rouge Medical Asso- 
ciation and the First Christian Church 
Baton Rouge. said that tells 
his audiences “If would have choose 
between having and leprosy, 
cheose asked the doctor 
people reacted such statement, 
said often startles them, but 
questions. 


Carville’s Chaplain Carl Elder (center) 
showing copy THE STAR Mr. 
Darby and Mr. 


Two recently appointed regional di- 
American Leprosy Missions, 
Inc. got acquainted with Carville dur- 
ing four-day visit here March. They 
were here under the wing Chaplain 
Carl Elder, ALM representative 
this hospital. The new directors are Mr. 
Van Darby Atlanta, Southern Re- 
gion, and the Rev, George Bennett 
Waukegan, Central Area office 
with headquarters Chicago. Mr. Dar- 
succeeds the Rev. Otto Nelson 
and the Rev. Bennett succeeds Miss 
Ervin. Miss Ervin, friend 
Carville, and especially THE STAR 
has been with ALM for years, 
and will continue advisory capa- 

Mr. Darby, former Radio announc- 
(WWYO, Pineville, Va., and 
WKMA, Charleston, W.Va.) has been 
charge trade activities for 
the Atlanta Chamber Commerce for 
the last four years. 

Baptist minister, Mr. Bennett has 
been the mid-western representative 
the American Baptist Home Missions 
Societies for the last five years. 
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Revivals 


All Louisiana, illustrated 
story book Frances Parkinson Keyes, 
photography Elemore Morgan, origi- 
nally brought out Harper and Broth- 
ers Publishers, New York 1950, and 
reprinted December, 1958 Sans 
Press, Lafayette, La. 

The apparent revival Frances 
Parkinson Keyes’ book All this Louisi- 
ana not going help any toward the 
education the public the truth 
about so-called leprosy because the au- 
thor, well-known novelist, her 
forts dramatize, has included much 
misinformation (pages 172-175). 

the very outset, the author refers 
this hospital “United States Public 
Health Station No. 66, otherwise known 
the National Leprosarium, near Car- 
ville”. This not the name the hos- 
pital now and has not been since the 
1930s. was then called Marine 
Hospital No. 66. Further she makes 
the “Leper The 
auther should know, that the word 
objectionable and bad 
taste and more, the just that 
hospital. There are 
here, With this reference, the author 
dates her information many years ago 
and shows that she out step with 
the present. 

“Ever since (1896), the record 
Carville has been one progress and 
triumph,” says the author. This not 
the case. The hospital’s record has been 
hot and cold from beginning end. 
Mrs. Keyes notes that 1924 patients 
had private rooms each with running 
water. true that that time there 
were private rooms but they did not 
have running water. They were 
traps and the private rooms with run- 
ning water that know today did not 
come until 1941. Prior that date, cer- 
tain conditions here were less than 


The author way off base saying 
that patients are permitted visit their 
homes cases emergency the med- 
officer charge has sound reason 
feel that they will not prove men- 
ace the public health.” This far 
from factual. Patients are permitted 
visit their homes semi-annually for peri- 
ods month, emergency not, and 
the idea that patients are menace 
went out years ago. 

Keyes notes that there re- 
striction telephone calls mail, 
heaven’s name why should there be, 
one here guilty any criminal ac- 
tivity and certainly one feels that 
germs can travel through telephone 
svstem! material leaving the colony 
sterilized,” says the author. All mater- 
ial, Mrs. Keyes? That pretty sweep- 
ing statement, and from the standpoint 
actual fact, sheer nonsense. 
true that out-going mail 
but this admittedly homage cus- 
tom, gesture made appease the un- 
convinced, not because 
need, and held foolishness 
the medical officer charge. (Thank 
heaven, and the present progressive ad- 
ministration, “The despotism custom 
the wane. are not content 
know that things are; ask whether 
they ought be.”) 


happy old Southern custom, Novelist 
Keyes has that each passing “river 
steamer gives three long blasts they 
pass the Leprosarium, and the inmates 
wave and cheer response.” This 
ridiculous. the author must know, 
there the little matter levee sep- 
arating the hospital and everything else 
the river and would foolish 
for the “inmates” wave the levee 
even river boats did toot their little 
horns, which they not. Mrs. Keyes 
apparently thinks that the “inmates” 
here have nothing except languish 
the river bank and smell magnolia 
for the word 
prison, asylum poorhouse. The resi- 
dents here are 


Mrs. Keyes gets the the Horn- 
bostels into the chapter and says that 
the late Maj. Hornbostel, “shut himself 
completely from the outside 
That fine romance, but did 
happen that way. The Major did not 
shut himself off from the outside world 
nor was there any need for him 
so, because the patients here themselves 
are not shut off from the world. 


“On that secluded, grassy stretch 
the River Road, which 
ever take, has been enacted one the 
great epics the history our coun- 
emotes Mrs. Keyes referring 
the medical progress made 
the advent sulfone therapy 1911, 


and here she has her facts pretty 
but for the “few 
had more than 10,000 visitors last 
year, and that quite few. 

understand that when was re- 
printed few months ago, copies 
the original (1950 edition) All This 
were unavailable. the al- 
most purely imaginative 
content the book, too bad did 
not stay out print. 

seems impossible for any writer 
say bit about this hospital without 
yielding the urge dramatize and 
romanticize both the hospital its 
patients—all the great detrament 
the education the public. 

* 

Six Convicts, psychologist Donald 
Powell Wilson’s unabashed and. inside 
account his experiences one 
the largest prisons the United States, 
Leavenworth, has apparently 
popularity again, this time pock- 
book. was Book the Month 
Club Selection 1951 and had print- 
The pocket book now going the 
rounds 

contains well deserved puff for 
the Public Health Service: “To re- 
search man appointment the USPHS 
highly prized plum. The USPHS 
the hero medicine all over the 
world. was founded 1798 when John 
Adams was President. has more than 
century service behind and respect- 
scientists everywhere for its monu- 
work pellagra, malaria, veneral 
disease and Rocky Mountain fever. ad- 
the Leper Colony Carville, Lou- 
isiana, the only organization the country 


currently wrestling with this disease,” etc., 
etc. 


There again, that 
term, “Leper and wonder 
just how much this doing 
designation. course, using the 
name “leprosy” for the 
like all others using 
encourage use the term “leper” 
for the patients, but since the Old Testa- 
ment name for the disease official 
term the medical world, can un- 
derstand the local policy. The term 
“colony” however, quite another mat- 
ter. deeply rooted Carville cus- 
tom, and find both patients and 
staff using the term 
ring the hospital proper. The latest 
Report issued this hospital, 
Feb. 1959, has many references 
consider this ambiva- 
approach. modern hospital can- 
not “colony”. 

being here that so- 
called leprosy not unique disease 
and that should not set apart 
so, etc. Well and good, but let 
tice what preach and begin elim- 
inating the word “colony” lectures, 
conversation, reports, etc. Here the 
place set the 


March-Aprii 


Latest News the Carville 


Building Program 


March 27, the Dallas office 
the General Services 
sued notice acceptance the bid 
R.A. Jensen, Mobile, Alabama, 
the amount $377,777.00 for the 
ville Renovation and Repair Project 
DC84-236. This project includes, among 
some renovations the 
Building and Quarters, the con- 
version House into one-bed- 
room, living room, and kitchen apart- 
ments for patient couples; House in- 
single bedrooms with bath. 


anticipated that the General 
Services Administration will issue 
formal order proceed with the work 
within the next two three weeks. 

was announced March that Gen- 
eral Services, Washington, had awarded 
Inc., Shreveport for the 
ten new patients’ cottages and ten new 
quarters. 

Belcher and Son was low bidder 
the project, originally estimated cost 
$596,500. 


New Light (cont’d from page 
What Would Mean 


his paper, “Approaches Experi- 
mental Transmission Human Lepro- 

William Feldman, D.V.M., Vet- 
eran’s Administration, on, 
states, “If transmission 
rosy animals could accomplished, 
the achievement would much sig- 
nificance subsequent investigation 
this disease. Theoretically, would then 
possible: obtain Mycobacteri- 
leprae quantities, required, 
provide infected animals for ex- 
inoculation tests animals aid 
the decisive diagnosis the disease; 
study precisely the pathogenesis 
experimental leprosy, and 
make possible definitive studies 
tural and acquired resistance 
ceptibility.” 


LIBRARIAN LEAVES 


Miss Lois Danner, Medical Librarian 
this. hospital, resigned March 27, and 
has accepted position librarian 
the England Air Force Base, Alexandria, 
La. 

Miss Danner came this hospital 
only about six months ago reorganize 
the medical library, which had been 
without librarian since 1948, and the 
librarian that time stayed only few 
months. 
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Assistant Surgeon General Pleased With Carville’s 
Progress 


HEALTH SERVICE OFFICIAL—Dr. James second from left, As- 
Surgeon General and Chief, Bureau Medical Services the PHS, toured this 
early April. Accompanying him here was Charles Hilsenroth, Executive 
Officer for the Bureau Medical Services. Third from left Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge here, and right Francis Ellis, Hospital Administrator. 


Dr. James Lowry, Assistant Surgeon 
General and Chief, Bureau Medical 
Services, the Public Health Service 
toured this hospital April 
interest the cur- 
rent building program designed 
vide new quarters for 
members. 

Dr. Lowry was 
Charles Hilsenroth, Executive Officer 
for the PHS Bureau Medical 
vices, 

Dr. Lowry and Hilsenroth were taken 
tour the hospi Dr. Edgar 
Medical Officer Charge 
here, and Francis Ellis, Hospital Ad- 
ministrator. The tour included stop 
the offices THE STAR where the 
above photograph was taken. 

The Assistant Surgeon General and 
executive officer were tour 
PHS installations this area 
tended meeting the Clinical 
the PHS held New Orleans. Dr. 
Lowry took part ceremonies dedicat- 
ing the Seamen’s Memorial Research 
Laboratory the USPHS Hospital 
New Orleans. 

The Carville visit was Dr. Lowry’s 
first since 1937 which time was 
stationed the PHS Hospital New 
Orleans with the rank assistant sur- 
geon. Since that time has added 
his rank the word “general” which 
makes world difference his duties 

While here Dr. Lowry attended 
meeting the rehabilitation branch. 

The officer noted that congressional 
appropriations committees have become 
particularly interested Carville and 
have provided for 
research. hope this the beginning 
well supported program research 


Dr. Lowry said. Another aim, 
said, make this hospital pro- 
fessional training center for 
terested the field research and 
Hansen’s disease. 

The heightened interest, said, 
largely result the interest Reps. 
Otto Passman, Monroe, La.; Win- 
field Indiana, and John 
Fogarty Rhode Island. 

* * * 

Among other guests this hospital 
recently were: Dr. Shih Chu Hsu, Chief 
the Rural Health Division, Joint 
Commission Rural Reconstruction 
Taipei, Tawain, China, Feb. 26-27; Dr. 
Byron Olson, Epidemiology and Im- 
munization Branch, PHS-BMS, Wash- 
ington, D.C., for several days March; 
Dr. James Doull, Medical Director, 
Leonard Wood Memorial, 
Mar. 28; Mr. Edward FitzGerald, Infor- 
mation Specialist, Hospital Division, 
PHS, Washington, Mar. 28; and Mr. 
George Archambault, Pharmacist Di- 
rector, Chief, Pharmacy Branch, Divi- 
sion Hospitals, Washington, April 

SEMINARS 


February and March, Miss Elsa 
Nelson, Health Educator, conducted 
one-day seminars Hansen’s disease 
for the following groups: nursing 
students, Charity Hospital, New Orle- 
ans; physicians attending the Post 
Graduate Medical Assembly, New Or- 
leans; two large groups nurses, North- 
western State College, Natchitoches, La.; 
Student nurses, Touro Infirmary, New 
Orleans; Pre-Medical Society, Louisiana 
State University, New Orleans; Senior 
Medical Students, Tulane University, 
New Orleans, and groups from Gentil- 
Christian Church, New Orleans. 


\ . 
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Guestbook (cont’d from page 


Before that, spent sixteen years 
pastorates 


had some old friends THE 
STAR office St. Patrick’s Day, Dr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Kellersberger 
Melbourne, Fla, were 
their way Austin, where Dr. Kellers- 
berger would participate his class re- 
union the University Texas. From 
Austin they were planning the 
West Coast fill speaking engagements. 

Dr. Kellersberger, noted authority 
tropical diseases, was the Belgian 
Congo for years (1916-1941) where 
established the first agricultural set- 
tlement for Hansen’s disease patients. 
came back the become gen- 
eral secretary American Leprosy 
sions, Inc. from which post retired 
1954, after years service. 

“The Kellys” are team. Julia Lake 
was ALM’s promotional secretary. She 
author and talker (but she has 
something say). The 
are known around the world, 
have influenced many people 
ter understanding and more reasonable 
attitudes toward so-called leprosy. Dr. 
Kellersberger has made special study 
“social 

The guestbook the Kellys’ home, 
“Happy Haven”, showed 
names Dec. 31. The ones 
farthest out came from China, Indone- 
sia, Formosa, England, Scotland, Wales, 
Africa, and Holland. 

* * 
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Pakistan Pushes Program for 
Progress Control 


Sarfaraz Khan 


The problem so-called leprosy 
has tackled the basis 
“national emergency”, Sarfaraz 
Khan, Honorary Secretary the Pakis- 
tan Leprosy Relief Assn., said re- 
cent radio address. 

The talk, broadcast Radio Pakis- 
tan, was appeal for support for the 
program combating the disease and 
appeal for better understand- 
ing. important say that with 
proper care and treatment, leprosy 
more hopeless disease. The. false 
notion only remnant the memory 
the Dark Ages when ignorance gave 
this disease such bad name,” Khan 
said. 


Important Appeal 


Friends THE STAR individuals, 
interested groups any kind—are in- 
vited take part campaign for 
wider distribution information con- 
cerning Hansen’s disease. The INTER- 
NATIONAL JOURNAL 
SY, the official organ the Interna- 
expand its circulation; must 
fulfill its objective adequately. 

The difficulty that many those 
foreign countries, who are 
lives Hansen’s disease receive 
very small salaries and can ill afford 
$10.00 per year. appeal made for 
help sufficient amount send the 
journal one, five, ten more 
these workers. hoped that donations 
will repeated for least three years. 
The Business Manager will notify the 
donor the names the persons 
whom the Journal sent his name 
the name his organization. 

Remittances should sent, covering 
many subscriptions desired, the 
Business Manager, International Jour- 
nal Leprosy, Publication Office, 1832 
Street, N.W., Washington D.C. 


New Book Author 
Miracle Carville Due 


new book Beity Martin, author 
the story what happened Betty 
and her husband since they dis- 
charged from this hospital, will 
the bookshelves, April 23. 

The book, entitled One Mus! 
Know, published Doubleday 
and Company and was edited Eve- 
lyn Wells who also edited MAC. THE 
STAR will review Betty’s work 
our next issue. 

the foreword, Betty, former 
STAR member, explains how she 
came write this second work. “It 
written answer all those who have 
wanted know what has happened 
and Betty Martin since Miracle 
many who have urged come 
the open and reveal ourselves, why 
cannot, and hope will enable them 
understand the secret life have 
been compelled live the past 
years since leit Carville and which 
are still 

“But above the foreword con- 
tinues, “this book written for men 
and women who, like ourselves, may 
wandering that wasteland the lost 
that lies between the sheltered security 
hospital other institutional life 
and the harsh realities the outside 
world.” 

the comments the jacket 
put it, the poignant story 
two brave and good people their 
dauntless pursuit happiness.” 


Wherever Chaplain Carl Elder, 
resident Protestant 
speaks, ignorance dispelled, and 
Jan. has filled four speaking 
gagements before various groups. 

talks are made 
the interest the American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc., which 
work here. Thus far this year has 
spoken Lincoln, Nebr., before the 
Council United Church Women; 
Luling, La., before the Men the 
Church, Presbyterian Church; Dallas, 
before the Dallas Chapter 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
Des Moines, Iowa, before the 


Council United Church Women. 
* 


The topic the April sermon 
Temple Beth-El, San Antonio, Texas, 
was “Hansen’s Disease,” according 
the congregation’s bulletin. 

Dr. David Jacobson, Rabbi Temple 
STAR’s editor and THE STAR staff 
grateful for his help 
lightenment. 


March-April 


5 4 Bs 


MEDIAEVAL “LEPROSY” THE BRITISH ISLES 


Lt.-Gen. Sir William Mac Arthur 


General Sir William Mac Arthur eminent British medical historian. well known for his erudite papers 
and researches old time diseases. General Mac Arthur has spent many years delving into old and forgotten manu- 
scripts the Middle ages, and therefore what says can taken highly authoritative. 


very difficult estimate the de- 
islands mediaeval The dis- 
ease existed: that beyond question, 
and the first essential arriving 
some idea its extent and importance 
understand the language the 
times, and try get inside the minds 
those who used it. Surely this ob- 
vious enough. one would dream 
writing seriously about 
plays without having made prelimin- 
ary study Elizabethan English and 
the changes meaning which words 
have undergone since the poet’s day. 
would know, for example, that “com- 
ply” meant compliment; “curious” 
meant full care; meant 
before; could stand for grand- 
daughter; and “harlot” might mean 
cheat. Yet many persons gaily take 
their pens and write the history 
this disease the mistaken assumption 


that the words “leper” and “leprosy,” 
and their then meant just 
what they the usage today. 

English the word “leper” original- 
signified the disease itself, and not 
present the diseased person. This 
word, variety related forms, runs 
through the Aryan languages. The basic 
meaning is, something that peels off; 
and for this reason was early applied 
the inner bark trees. The Latin 
form the word was liber, and this 
bark was used write on, liber came 
member that the modern “library” and 
“leprosy” are origin the same word. 

the past, “leprosy” and its equiv- 
alents had multitude meanings. 
was used for the true disease and for 
every disorder that was formerly sup- 
posed leprosy. The Greek form 
the word was lepra (lepros, scaly), and 
was applied the Greeks themselves 
scaling skin diseases the psoriasis 
type, and never leprosy for which 
they used the word “elephantiasis” be- 
ceuse the thickening and corrugation 
the skin, Unfortunately was 
adopted the classical medical term 
for leprosy, with the result that sug- 
gestion the word itself, host skin 
conditions associated with 
scabs, which have connection with 
were identified manifes- 
tations this disease. The conception 
that “lepra” conveyed the minds 
the early English clerics shown the 
Anglo-Saxon word they used 
it, hreofla, that is, scabbiness. ‘The 
use the plural, the leprosies, writ- 
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ers far apart Pliny and Lord Ma- 
caulay, shows that they, least, were 
ware the comprehensiveness the 
term. Again was applied maladies 
which were not thought leprosy, 
even the elastic sense once common. 
The English chronicler Baker who 
lived through the Black Death, recog- 
nised bubonic plague and notes its 
symptoms. Ye: when describing the ex- 
tension the pestilence into Scotland, 
the chronicles leprosv that called 
smallpox.” Also, “leprous” could imply 
nothing more than infirm, and the 
ancient known the Wurtzburg 
Glosses, Latin terms for weakness and 
infirmity are translated into Old Irish 
“leprosy.” 

“Leprosy,” too, was used for mange 
and scab animals—“the cankred 
mangenesse called the and 
diseases and fog... 
make the graine leprous.” was often 
able state where there was question 
disease any kind. The Hebrew 
word naga (afflict) 
Christ’s sufferings earth, trans- 
lated “stricken” the Authorized Ver- 
did esteem him stricken.” 
keeping with ancient usage, St. 
Jerome the Vulgate translated this 
word “leprosus,” and John Wyclif, 
thousand years later, used 
the same Jerome and Wy- 
were alive today they would agree 
that the Authorized Version “stricken” 
expresses exactly the meaning they 
haps the only point which they 
would agree! And far did the sense 
these terms expand, that 
association ideas, could stand sim- 
ply for “beggar.” 

The Hebrew word tsaraath rendered 
the translators the Bi- 
ble, was clearly general term embrac- 
ing number different diseases. 
Whatever may have conveyed the 
ancient Hebrew mind, some the di- 
agnostic tests given for tsaraath would 
the restricted sense the word today. 
The writings some mediaevel phy- 
sicians give recognizable accounts the 
disease its more characteristic forms, 
along with much that incomprehen- 
sible, and even misleading like the 
weight attached diagnosis itching 
the skin and cloudiness the urine. 
These texts, however, must not taken 


representing the general standard 
knowledge and practice, for find 
the famous Gordonius protesting 
gainst the wrongful diagnosis lepro- 
common then, and protesting, too, 
great hope reform, for ends 
his complaint, therefore hath 
ears, let him heed this, will.” 
These texts, such they are, were not 
available the early monks with whom 
are most concerned, and the major- 
ity the diagnoses encountered are 
mere assertions leprosy, unsupport- 
any evidence. When clinical de- 
tails are included narrative these 
often suffice show that the malady 
question was some other kind. The 
sad story Majorie Bysseth Elgin 
worth re-telling this connection, for 
the “leprosy” which she was accused 
having induced witchcraft, appears 
have been something the nature 
extensive cellulitis; any rate, 
the severe wasting and deformity the 
limb had developed within some period 
less than year, impossibility 
leprosy. This unfortunate old woman 
was charged with witchcraft certain 
friars the grounds that she had re- 
peated her prayers backwards, and had 
transformed herself into hare. 
her tears and prayers “Pitie! Pitie! 
guiltless fausse crymes, never 
sae much thought mie,” was 
added the evidence parish official 
who testified her known good char- 
acter. Suddenly the favorable atmos- 
phere the inquiry changed. “Leper” 
came running from the neighbouring 
lazarhouse, and passing through the 
crowd, his hand and his haill 
airm, which was wythered and cov- 
ered over with scurfs, most pyteous 
behold, and said, ‘At day Pen- 
tecost last past, thys womyan did give 
unto ane shell oyntment, with 
which annoynted hand cure 
ane imposthume (swelling) which had 
cum over it, and beholde, from that 
day furthe untyll thys hath shrunk 
and wythered you see now’... But 
said Majorie Bysseth cried pyteously, 
that God had forsaken her, that she 
meanyed gude only and not evil.” But 
all this availed her nothing, since she 
had smitten man with “leprosy.” 
Thereupon the poor old creature was 
dragged mony tears and cryes 
pool ... and soe they plonge her 
water. And quhen she went down 

*Parts this discourse are taken from 
papers published under the speaker’s name 


Journal the R.A.M.C. and Irish Histor- 
ical Studies. 
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water, there was ane gret shoute; 
but she rose agayne and raised her 
arms, gif (if) she wod have cum 
there was silence for ane space, when 
agane she gaed doune with ane bub- 
blinge noise, shouted final- 
gane,’ and forthwith went their wayes.” 

add the confusion, the extent 
and importance the disease were ex- 
aggerated out measure 
tical example and precept. The fifty 
references “leprosy” the Bible, the 
common employment religious ex- 
hortations the words leper and lep- 
rosy meaning sinners and sinfulness, 
kept for ever mind, with the result 
that imaginary lepers started from 
the pages Holy Writ. The patriarch 
Job was pronounced leper because 
the swellings that afflicted him. The 
beggar who lay the rich man’s gate 
was similarly diagnosed, although the 
biblical record does not even mention 
leprosy, and the Vulgate, the only text 
then use, describes him simply 
full sores; but 
the obsessed mediaeval this 
suggested leprosy only. the 
name, Lazarus, which means more 
than “Without help,” became syno- 
nym his supposed disease, and still 
survives lazar and lazar house. 
Lazurus Bethany, the brother 
Mary and Martha, was also labelled 
leper, and became patron saint 
these stricken creatures series 
gradations which shows the height 
which imagination can soar. re- 
corded that Jesus cried with loud 
voice, “Lazarus come and 
Lazarus signifies what stronger 
evidence his disease could anyone re- 
quire! Yet face all these extrava- 
gances, bald and 
sertions leprosy made men who 
could reason this illogical fashion. 
are accepted purged and snuffed 
ambiguity and equivalent the pre- 
cise usage today. 

When come the subject leper 
houses find the same misunder- 
standing and exaggeration, During the 
1100’s there was great outburst 
sympathy and pity for lepers, encour- 
aged clerical influence. The Church 
taught that these unhappy people were 
Christ’s Poor, kin the beggar who 
was carried the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom. their zeal, 
sons interpreted Jerome’s “leprosus” 
the literal sense the word, 
lieved that Christ earth had gone 
His death leper, that noble la- 
dies kind religious fervour 
would wash the feet lepers and em- 
brace their diseased bodies. some 
consolation reflect that many 
instances these devotees ran greater 
risk than that contracting scabies. 
result this crusade, leper houses 


were founded and down the coun- 
try. Some those who endowed them 
were inspired solely love God and 
their fellow-men; others who, like 
Falstaff, had heard the chimes mid- 
night their youth, thought that 
might well have something 
the credit side the Recording Angel’s 
account. The houses were mostly smali 
establishments with the religious aspect 
taking precedence the 
for some required that married appli- 
cant for admission must separate form- 
ally from his wife, even that she 
should become nun. Each house had 
its own rule, and vows obedience 
were imposed the entrants. They 
had conform certain laws be- 
haviour and wear whatever dress was 
prescribed, not because they were lepers 
but because they were manner pro- 
fessed brethen. This movement brought 
relief and comfort many sufferers 
among whom there must have been 
some uncertain proportion true 
cases. sad know that they were 
not always grateful their bene- 
factors might expected, for 
recorded, for example, that the inmates 
the Kingston leper house rose re- 
volt, demolished the buildings, and 
took the roads. 

The disappearance leprosy 
Britain often attributed the en- 
forcement “absolute seg- 
regation.” There much evidence 
show the unreality this alleged 
“absolute and strict segregation.” The 
custom reading the burial service 
over leper, regarding him one 
dead and deprived all civil rights, 
was not force England. Chaucer 
when stressing the confirmed tippling 
habits one his characters, says 
that knows all the taverns the 
town better than any lazar beggar 
does, There contemporary evi- 
dence that what are nowadays called 
“leper had anything 
with leprosy. The idea wholly 
modern and have found 
gestion which dates back more 
than hundred years. appears 
have arisen from the misinterpretation 
old picture. Authorities ancient 
architecture believe that these squint- 
windows might serve several purposes 
according circumstances. Some gave 
ordinary worshippers view the altar 
who else would have been cut off 
obstruction; others 
served for hearing confessions; and 
others, again, enabled anchorite 
witness the service while still keeping 
his vows seclusion. 

often see accounts what are 
called English leper laws. These are 
mostly excerpts from the rules drawn 
control the occupants one other 
the leper houses, some which in- 
cluded directions designed 


the local population from the risk 
infection. Such rules, however, had 
more general force 
patients one our own hospitals 
would have the present time. one 
could forced into leper house 
the only measure statutory law 
directed against lepers was that 
which enabled writ 
limited application, follows: “The 
Writ Leproso amovendo lieth, where 
dwelling any Town, and will 
come into the Church, amongst his 
Neighbours where they are assembled, 
talk with them, their Annoyance 
may sue forth that Writ for remove 
him from their Company. But 
Lazar, and will keep himself within his 
House, and will not converse with his 
Neighbours, then shall not moved 
out his House.” 

The rules Sherburn leper house 
expressly permitted the inmates re- 
ceive their friends, and 
who came from distance could re- 
main for the night. illuminating 
read these same rules that mu- 
tinous leper, whose contumacity yielded 
neither flogging nor diet 
bread and water, would receive the 
penalty Similar 
rules were force other institutions, 
and long account has survived the 
expulsion leper from the Ilford 
house because had imported woman 
light characier under the pretence 
that she was his sister. (This hardly 
the modern conception “absolute and 
the leper, the friendly lady, the towns- 
folk Ilford.) some places lepers 
had right help themselves food 
displayed the market place, and 
Shrewsbury they could take handful 
corn from any sack offered for sale. 
Moreover, they could refuse enter 
lazar house, and 1344 recorded 
that the revenues St. Julian’s, 
St.Albans, are too large for its needs, 
for general there are more than 
three inmates, sometimes two, and 
occasionally only one, because the 
difficulty finding lepers 
lead restricted life. 

The old nursery rhyme “Hark! Hark! 
the dogs bark, The beggars are com- 
ing town” was once something more 
than meaningless jingle, for un- 
ending war was waged the authorities 
against the beggars whose lawlessness 
and tumult were perpetual threat 
peaceable folk. Lepers, however, had 
right beg, privilege ordinarily de- 
nied most others under the heavy 
penalties whipping, branding and 
even death. This valuable concession 
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must have given great encouragement 
imposters, for imputation lep- 
rosy provided the easiest means live- 
lihood then available rogues and 
vagabonds, 1346 Edward III issued 
edict expelling all the lepers residing 
London. Its wording shows that these 
people had been accus‘omed roam 
about they pleased; indeed, one de- 
clared reason for the measure 
they had endeavoured contaminate 
others, “that so, their own wretched 
solace, they may have the more fellows 
suffering.” may believe this, 
Even there was nothing more 
behind the order than the professed con- 
cern for the public health, the depar- 
ture this body professional beg- 
gars—lepers, genuine, supposed, pre- 
tended—freed the citizens London 
from intolerable nuisance, although, 
proved, the relief was onlv 
temporary duration. 

Industrious people have collected 
imposing figure, 283, the number 
leper houses Fngland. as- 
sumed that any period there was this 
number active operation, each main- 
taining its specified complement in- 
mates, should far astray from the 
truth. Some these 
houses are names only, mentioned once 
single bequest will, with noth- 
ing known about their original destina- 
tion after-history, nor even the in- 
stitution were ever more than some 
temporary expedient. Others are graded 
leper hospitals merely because 
statement this effect made visit- 
ing antiquary long after the institution 
had ceased exist. Some, like St. John’s, 
Aylesbury, were nothing 
alms-houses. others, lepers and paup- 
ers had equal right admission. 
Thus, for example, Mary Magdalen’s, 
Ripon, was endowed for 
sons, either leprous destitute; and 
St. Oxford, for two 
healthy inmates, and six leprous in- 
firm. There were lepers either 
these when visited the King’s Com- 
missioners 1341. Foundations estab- 
lished specifically for lepers might 
transferred other purposes. St. 
James’s, Canterbury, endowed for twen- 
ty-five leprous women, was found 
the King’s Commissioners 1341 
occupied twenty-five women glowing 
with health. Sherburn, founded for 
lepers, 1434 could produce only thir- 
teen poor men, and lepers; 
modation for two lepers was provided 
this stage, but was not taken 
because “ther cowlde not many 
Laiseris found that part Eng- 
Romney. leper house 1363 
reported and totally deso- 
late” chiefly because “for long times 
past” lepers could discovered; 
was repaired and put other uses. 

account these institutions 
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the British Islands could omit the most 
widely known them all, “the Leper 
Hospitals Armagh.” Armagh, the ec- 
clesiastical capital Ireland, has en- 
joyed high fame ever since Queen Ma- 
cha the Golden Hair reigned there 
centuries before Christ. students 
medical history, however, the 
familiar the site these hospitals 
which are said have gone 
flames when the city was sacked 
Arlaf king the Danes 869 A.D. 
They are renowned because their 
antiquity and because their existence 
cited often evidence the 
then prevalence the disease. Being 
anxious learn something more about 
these hospitals, took the obvious 
course looking all the Celtic 
chronicles which this sack Armagh 
recorded, surprise there was 
nothing about hospitals lepers 
any them. Then began the mod- 
ern end and worked backwards, and 
the end traced the story its begin- 
nings. arose from two mis-translations. 
First, incompetent Celtic scholar 
making Latin translation one 
the chronicles have referred to, en- 
countered the old word derthightibh 
which means “oratories,” dative plu- 
ral. Guessing its meaning guessed 
wrong, and translated the late 
Latin term hospitals. Next, 
later writer translating this Latin 
passage into English, for some unknown 
reason explained nosocomiis “leper 
houses”! And began the story about 
the Leper Hospitals Armagh, which 
were never anything more than fanta- 
sies the imagination. 

Various the past are 
said have been victims this dis- 
ease, and outstanding among them 
that great warrior Robert the Bruce, 
who for six centuries has 
nounced leper. begin with, 
sufficient state briefly that none 
the Scottish historical writers 
day makes any mention this infirm- 
ity. The story began the other side 
the Border. early June, 1327, 
Scottish army invaded England, and oc- 
part the country until the 
end August, when the Scots re-crossed 
the Border, “safe and Bruce did 
not lead the invaders person, but de- 
puted the command Moray and 
the same time disap- 
peared from the Scottish Court. Bruce’s 
known ill coupled with his sup- 
posed retirement from public life, might 
easily those days suggest leprosy 
ant the circumstances. The earliest 
imputation the disease this con- 
nection which have traced found 
‘he Lanercost Chronicle, historical 
work attributed nameless Francis- 
can monk Carlisle. Here asserted 
that Bruce’s unprecedented actions were 


due his having become leper; and 
the assertion, repeated the notice 
his death less than two years later. 
Bruce’s absence from the field from 
the Court was not due any 
other disease, but because had gone 
secret mission arrange for 
invasion Ireland, with the active help 
the Ulstermen. “Indenture,” 
which still exists, was drawn 
tween King Robert the Bruce and Hen- 
Maundeville, Seneschal Ulster, 
arranging for the provisioning the 
Scottish army; and the seals both 
were affixed the document Glen- 
dun, Co. Antrim, 12th July, 1327-- 
the mid-point the Scots’ campaign 
England. Bruce’s plan for invasion 
failed because some unspecified 
“breach agreement” the part 
the Ulstermen. returned Scot- 
land, and later the year the head 
army carried fire and sword 
far into England that the terror 
stricken population offered pay 
indemnity would call off his fol- 
lowers and return home. notable mil- 
itary ascendency force led leper 
within some eighteen months his 
death! 

Bruce did not into retirement but 
continued direct the affairs his 
kingdom. one shunned his company. 
attended Parliament great state 
and crowned—with his own hands—his 
son and Princess Joan, this time 
when leper was thought spread in- 
fection his breath and touch, Within 
three weeks his death was still 
conducting State business 
When the end was near, “all the lords 
the were summoned 
Cardross, and here, surrounded his 
nobles, Robert the 
“trespassed out this uncertain life.” 
This was not the deathbed one smit- 
ten with what the age called “the foul 
contagion leprosy.” 

Beyond any other man, Bruce lived 
under burden sacerdotal maledic- 
tion. Again and again was excom- 
municated. Yet for more than twenty 
years continued challenge and de- 
the Holy See. When was attempted 
publish Bull Scotland over 
Bruce’s head, the papal emissary, with 
Bruce’s connivance, was attacked, 
naked, and the Pope’s Bull 
torn pieces. Thereupon was pro- 
that every Mass, both 
ordininary days and holy days, Bruce 
should thrice denounced excom- 
municate; his lands and the lands all 
his adherents were placed under 
clesiastical interdict; and the children 
all his adherents the second gen- 
eration declared incapable holding 
any ecclesiastical office benefice. 

The dignitaries pronounced 
these awful sentences concerned them- 
selves only with spiritual affairs. 


clear that this was not the view or- 
dinary folk, who watched confidently 
for some material sign the Divine 
displeasure. But the fiercer the denun- 
ciations, the more did Bruce’s fortunes 
advance and his cause flourish. What 
would have been point 
one who “showed such contempt for 
the Keys Holy Mother Church,” 
smitten with leprosy the hand 
God! But there contemporary sug- 
gestion the disease except the fan- 
obscure monk writing his 
chronicle cell Carlisle, will not 
waste time referring the same 
legation the pages later chroni- 
clers,* for they add nothing the 
weight evidence. These scribes had 
personal knowledge the matter, 
and were content, with the simple faith 
their kind, copy without question 
down. Bruce’s enemies, English and 
Scots, called him every ill name they 
could lay tongue to—the Ursuper, the 
Felon, the Murderer. But all the 
spate calumny there whisper 
the one epithet that would have out- 
weighed all the 1est—the Leper. 

This story typifies much that passes 
historical evidence the whole 
question leprosy the past. 

hope that have said enough 
support contention that 
tion leprosy old times can ac- 
cepted indicating infection with 
Hansen’s bacillus the absence 
clinical details sufficient point the 
diagnosis. General descriptive terms are 
not enough. For example, when find 
account some person cited 
the victim “terrible and 
manifest leprosy,” might 
relax this rule and accept the case 
probably one the genuine disease. 
And should wrong, because 
reading further find that after 
given period time the sufferer was 
cured and the skin restored its nor- 
mal state; whatever the nature 
the “terrible and manifest 
was not the disease called that name 
today. 

notable champion the literalists 
was Sir James Simpson, the writer 
largely for spreading 
abroad the fable Bruce’s leprosy. 
quoted from old texts number ex- 
amples the use the word “ele- 
phantuosi” alternative the 
word “leprosi,” and declared that this 
striking confirmation his opinion 
that those called lepers the Middle 
Ages undoubtedly suffered 
phantiasis the Greeks (or elephan- 
tia), that is, true leprosy. Alas for this 
verbal evidence, for Blundevil’s Or- 


chronicle can hardly re- 
garded contemporary record this 
point, for the relative portion seems have 
been added later hand; the story was 
probably taken from the text. 


curing Horses diseases the chap- 
ter mange these animals head- 
ed: “The Leprosie universall mang- 
inesse called the old writers Elephan- 

During the 1300’s and re- 
corded, mentioned already, that 
number leper houses either fell short 
their authorized establishment in- 
mates, were altogether empty. Lep- 
rosy was diminishing over this period, 
mainly, believe, because the rising 
standard living. None the less 
possible that the institutions af- 
fected, stricter tests diagnosis were 
being imposed, with the result that 
niany sufferers from other diseases were 
excluded who under the usual loose 
system assessment would have been 
lepers. 

some special instances the author- 
ities went great pains reviewing 
diagnosis leprosy that had been made. 
Thus, Johanna Nightyngale Brent- 
wood was accused the foul infection 
leprosy, and served with the writ 
Leproso Amovendo. Johanna was made 
stern stuff; she refused depart 
from the company her neighbours 
ordered, and appealed Edward IV. 
Under the King’s warrant she was ex- 
amined commission, including phy- 
sicians skill, and pronounced 
free from any blemish leprosy. 

Similarly Peter Nutle, formerly 
Mayor Winchester, was forced 
the city because his supposed 
leprosy. appealed, and royal or- 
der was examined experienced phy- 
sicians who certified that was infect- 
part his body; and the 
Hampshire was directed 
make proclamation this effect. 

Clearly such cumbersome 
process law could invoked only 
few most exceptional instances; and 
general the diagnosis was 
monks, parish officials, even watch- 
were carry out leper 
hunt English hospitals today they 
would not come away empty handed, 
though one condition which believe 
accounted for some considerable part 
mediaeval leprosy would 
the extensive ulcerations advanced 
scurvy. All the same they would find 
cases intractable skin diseases, cutane 
ous ulcerations, and deformities, which 
would fit with their conception 
leprosy. any these had limited his 
studies the medical treatise John 
Mirfeld St. Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital, might add the haul ap- 
plying the simple and only test for “lep- 
rosy” given that text—offensive sweat- 
ing from the armpits. 

volved, some guess the actual pre- 
valence leprosy old times might 
expected here. this connection 


cannot better than quote the opinion 
stated Creighton Traill’s Social 
Life England, for consider rea- 
sonable estimate the extent the 
disease its worst. says: “There 
might have been leper village 
here and there, one two market 
town, dozen more city, score 
historian declared 
that mediaeval England leprosy was 
more terrible scourge than bubonic 
plague, was talking arrant nonsense. 

one occasion when visiting in- 
dependent tropical country was shown 
called leper hospital. was 
ramshackle structure with nothing 
justify this grandiloquent 
and indeed little better than shelter 
for diseased beggars. How the diagnoses 
had been arrived the first place 
could not discover, owing language 
far 
about dozen the occupants, 
found only two who showed any signs 
suggestive mind leprosy. Some 
the remainder were suffering from 
what seemed crusted scabies 
long Others should have 
liked subject course that old 
and trusty standby, iodide potash. 
doubt, though, cure would have 
been welcomed many these “lep- 
with consequent loss con- 
genial and assured means livelihood. 
were possible for the inmates 
one the old English leper houses 
find breach Eternity and come 
back once more into Time, believe 
that proper investigation their 
maladies would disclose something 
the nature have just described—a 
small minority true cases leprosy 
among crowd sufferers from repel- 
lant forms disease many another 
kind. 

Those persons who choose adhere 
the literalist interpretation words 
like “leper” and old usage, 
ought consistent their practice. 
They should maintain, therefore, that 
the Black Death was leprosy because 
Gilbert Baker called that 
the Old Testament 
foretold that the Christ would 
with leprosy because was 
called and that the leperous 
distilment that Hamlet’s uncle poured 
into the king Denmark’s ear was 
reality infusion Mycobacterium 
leprae. 


Reprinted from Leprosy Review Vol. 
24, No. “The Quarterly Publication 
The British Empire Leprosy Relief 
Association.” 
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Something new has been added the 
way recreation here patients take 
active interest the drilling 
“wildcat” oil weil immediately the 
east the hospital grounds. 

One the most popular late even- 
ing activities here now watching the 
progress the well being 
Olfshore Drilling Co. The well site 
separated from the hospital grounds on- 
small fence. The property 
owned Frank Polk but mineral rights 
are owned the estate the late Har- 
Nelson. 

the well should come gusher, 
the government will find that missed 
golden opportunity some years ago. 
the government’s purchasing 2100 
acres adjoining the hospital and two 
surveys were made. purchase was 
made, however, Uncle 

There may may not oil here 
the wildcatters will soon determine, 
but many the old patients can assure 
them that there was time when there 
was enough oil circulation here 
oil then used the treatment 
Hansen’s disease. 

One question occurs the patient 
body here. the area surrounding the 
hospital should become “oil 
any those riches rub off them? 
(The answer, course, no.) 


NEW STAR PROJECT 


The House for the 
Blind, Ky., cooperation with 
the publishers Newsweek magazine, 


now producing the recorded 
Newsweek, THE 
vice Kkund has been tapped for $182 (an- 
nual production cost) designating the Pa- 
tients’ Library to receive the records. An- 
other copy received here through the 
courtesy and special interest Mr. Robert 
Pray, Chief the Division for the Blind, 


edition 
Community Ser- 


Library of Congress, Washington, D.C, 


Baton Rouge AMVETS Meet Here 


Members Foss-Landry Post No. Baton Rouge, photographed the Club 


Room when they held their meeting here March 17. r.) Bob Eckman, Ory Poret, 
James Prescott, Allen Schexnalder, Frank Phillips, Billy Kean. Miss Ann Bennett, Oscar 
Commander Francis Babineaux, A.K. Andrews, Herman Denson and Miss 


Grace Prestridge. 


Good fellowship was the keynote 
the meeting here March 17, Foss- 
Landry Post No. AMVETS, Baton 
Rouge, presided over Francis Babi- 
neaux, Post Commander. 

Four local World War vets were 
inducted into membership the Baton 


Rouge Post, Joe Martinez, George Sal- 
dana, Bill Hudson and Larry Trevino. 

Commander Babineaux presented 
check for $100, gift Foss-Landry 
used for benefit veterans 
hospitalized 


Local Lions Cited for Participation League for Crippled 
Children, Inc. 


Louis Ourso, Jr. 


(right), Ham- 
mond, La., District Governor 
Lions International shown presenting 
life membership certificate Willen 
Bellanger, President the local Point 
Clair Lions Club for the Club’s 100 
percent participation the Louisiana 
Lions League for Crippled Children, 


The Local Lions contributed total 
$334.38 the League considerably 


exceeding their quota. The League has 
drive establish permanent site 
for its annual project, summer vaca- 
tion camp for crippled children. 


The Damien Dutton Society, headquarters 
at New Brunswick, N.J., observed its Fif- 
teenth Anniversary, April with luncheon 

Howard Crouch founder-director the 
Society whose purpose is to provide medi- 
cines, rehabilitation and research for those 
suffering with Hansen’s disease under Cath- 
olic auspices, regardless of race or creed. 


Four patients this hospital have quali- 
fied ham radio operators the novice 
class. They are Joe Ruano, Melchor Santos, 
Boudreaux and Buddy Iglesias. 

Several weeks will elapse before the new 
“hams” receive their call letters from the 
FCC, Next step—Ham Radio Station at 
Carville. 


Marvin Reznikoff Liberal Syna- 
gogue, Baton Rouge, was guest speaker at 
the Protestant Chapel here, April 15. Rabbi 
Reznikoff explained the significance the 
Jewish Passover observance and showed 
slides. 


READ AND ALON 


TIME FOR BOREDOM 


Easter Treat 


Nicholson Unit 38, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Baton Rouge, provided East- 
crates filled with colorful assort- 
ment confections for patients this 
hospital. The Easter Bunnies this 
picture are Mrs. Claylia Kelly, President 
Unit and Mrs. J.C, Galey, Rehab 
Chairman. 


Community Easter Bingo Party 


There were many unusual prizes 
the Community Easter Bingo Party, 
March 29, the Ballroom, 
tients were guests the local B.L. 
Spann Uni: 188, American Legion Aux- 
iliary. 

Numerous gifts use the party, 
such crochet sets, embroidered scarfs 
vanity sets, were sent the De- 
partment Kansas, through their Dept. 
Mrs. Elizabeth 

The smart costume jewelery was the 
Mrs. V.I. “Mom” Miller, Shreve- 


Easter Lilies Beautify Chapels 


The beautiful Easter lilies the 
Catholic and Protestant chapels and 
the Club Lounge, truly symbolic 
the season, were the thoughtful gift 
the Disabled American Veterans Auxili- 
ary, through the DAVA’s National Sen- 
ior Vice Commander, Mrs. Florence 
Green Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Easter Cantatas 


The patients, medical staff, hospital 
personnel and number visitors from 
Baton Rouge, all were impressed and 
highly pleased with the inspiring East- 
Cantata, “Life Eternal’, presented 
March 30, the theatre the Car- 
ville Chorus. 

The Chorus, composed some pa- 
tients and six Sisters Charity, Daugh- 
ters St. Vincent Paul, assisted 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Horn Louisiana 
State University School Music, was 
under the direction Carville’s Music 
Consultant, Vernon Taranto. Sister 
Laura Stricker, music pioneer here, was 
the piano. 


The Cantata told the story the 
Crucifixion and the Resurrection 
sacred songs and the projection 
pictures the screen. Buddy Iglecias 

The choir the North Highlands 
Church, Baton Rouge, sang 
“The cantata John 
Stainer the Chapel here, 
March 14. 


Entertainment 


The Baton Rouge Music Club Cho- 
rus, directed Miss Ilda Schriefer, gave 
enjoyable program here, Feb. 22. 
Trogen, accompanist, got en- 
thusiastic hand for his solo rendition 
Chopin’s 

From lovely semi-classical selections 
the Baton Music Club Chorus 
rock roll and hillbilly tunes 
executed here, Friday, March 13, 
Baton Rouge Cootie Club and its band, 
was entertainment indeed! 

Vocalists, acrobats, 
mentalists and comedians—they 
part variety bill the theatre 
here Sunday evening, April was 
New Orleans’ pro talent its best, and 
the show, emceed Jimmy Leeds, 
Mr. Valentine Kane, President 
Kane Industrial Service, New Haven, 
Conn., footed the bill for the show. Mr. 
became the patients 
this hospital several years ago through 
his friendship with Rt. Rev. Francis 
Sadlier, O.S.B, Abbot, former Carville 
chaplain. 

Eileen Jones, mezzo-soprano, 
Louisiana State University graduate stu- 
dent and soloist with the Shreveport 
Symphony, gave recital the Pro- 
testant Chapel here, Sunday afternoon, 
April 12. Her program was warmly re- 
ceived. 

This hospital fortunate in- 
cluded the annual tour the South- 
western Louisiana Institute, Lafayette, 
La., Department Music, concert band 
and mixed chorus, The band and cho- 
rus, 100 strong, again delighted large 
audience here, April 13. The band was 
under the direction John Gilfry, 
Director, and Donald Hebert, Assistant 
Director. Willis Ducrest 
mixed chorus and Charles Reynolds was 
the piano. 

program note stated, “The Band 
and Chorus are grateful the Lafay- 
ette Rotary Club for making the visit 
Carville possible.” are we. 


Coming Events 


The annual Jolly Social Club Benefit 
Fair will held Sunday, April 
and will again managed the Point 
Clair Lions Club. 


The patients will dance under the 
stars the evening Mayday 
Patio Party with members the Dis- 
abled Veterans 
fiom throughout the 
Mrs. Perry Lucas Louisiana Depar 
ment Hospital Chairman for the DAVA 
and Mrs. Bauer, Jr., Carville 
Chairman. They are from Capital City 
Auxiliary No. Baton Rouge. 

Mickey Schittone’s orchestra from 
Baton Rouge will play for dancing. 


James Mulhulland, baritone, and 
Dan Peck, tenor, graduate students, 
School Music, with James Harris 
the piano, will present program here 
Protestant 


The outstanding musical eveat the 
here will come Sunday after- 
noon, May the theatre when 
jorie Madey (above), gifted 
American soprano will heard re- 
cital with George Walter the piano. 
Mr. Walter member the faculty 
the Louisiana University School 

Mrs. Madey’s fine voice and engag- 
personality has made her general 
favorite here. She has mastered wide 
variety roles opera and equaily 
selections from ligh: opera. 

same evening, Marjorie Madey 
will feature artist program 
the Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, for 
the Attorney Generals’ Convention. 


The 15th ational 
Golf will take place 
the local links Sunday, May 17, with ap- 
proximately 100 golfers from ali over 
the State Louisiana, competing with 
patients this hospital. Qualif:cation 
rounds will played Saturday, 
May 16. 


LOU’S VIEWS 


Editor’s this column, Louis Staff writer gives his 
views the vital need intensify the educational program Hansen’s disease. 


was the increasing desire for great- 
knowledge, the acceptance truths 
and educated opinion that 
ultra-scientific age possible. the same 
token more doctors, nurses, religious, 
and lay people than ever before now 
look upon Hansen’s disease with 
sound attitude. This 
well informed group but small mi- 
nority the world’s population. All or- 
ganized efforts date, lack the strength 
necessary carry these truths and ed- 
ucated opinions the masses. Conse- 
quently, vast majority the world’s 
cling the ancient and unfound- 
belief that so-called leprosy highly 
contagious, supernatural curse affili- 
ated with sin, and other loathsome and 
gruesome tales 


The task erradicating this sort 
antiquated hog-wash global scope. 
This publication, and other organized 
groups and individuals with their edu- 
cational programs Hansen’s disease 
are doing their level best reach 
many people they possibly can, bui 
it’s like trying cut down giant se- 
quoia with knife. 

now have official health edu- 
cation program this hospital. 
still its infancy, but long range 
program with many phases requiring 
lot preliminary work before being 
put into actual operation. This proves, 
beyond the shadow doubt, that the 
conscious the need for 
health education program, one 
can ascertain what extent 
gram will prove successful, but our 
bringing the masses com- 
prehensive health education program 
done nation-wide scale better 
still world-wide scale. 

Few people realize just how much 
progressive educational program 
hindered, the extent the unwar- 
ranted degradation and persecution 
many innocent people are made 
fer those who kindle 
ate the archaic fallacies about so-called 
leprosy, their contagion 
laden magazine and newspaper articles, 
books, lectures, etc. Sometimes pictures 
patients the advanced stage the 
disease are employed accentuate the 
horror the story. There are many dis- 
eases that are not pretty look 
their stage. When told the 
harm they were causing some were will- 
ing stop least temper their ma- 
terial, but others, for 
sons, would give inch. 

believe that most people find 
ficult distinguish truths and authori- 
tative opinions from those that are not. 
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The conglomeration theories 
the transmission the disease, which 
often interpreted fact, and some- 
times stated such, has only served 
increase the confusion. one, yet, 
knows how the disease transmitted. 


Have you ever wondered why there 
has never been national health edu- 
cation program Hansen’s disease? 
not have been because the dis- 
ease was considered highly contagious, 
for that would have brought about 
national program great haste. Accord- 
ing World Health Organization and 
other medical authorities, Hansen’s dis- 
case only mildly feebly communi- 
cable. The diseases which affect the 
most people, numerically speaking, are 
the ones which 
attention, Hansen’s disease has never 
gram because the chances infection 
are almost nil and few the nations’ 
population are affected numerically, 
that not considered threat pub- 
health. While the disease more 
prevalent some other the 
estimates suggest that there are 
2,000 cases the United States. 
have approximately 275 patients this 
U.S.P.H.S. Hospital. The 
scattered throughout the country and 
many these are being treated out- 
patient clinics and private physicians. 
The local hospital officials have worked 
with some state health authorities, wel- 
fare and civic organizations promot- 
ing proper medical attention 
tients, and the opportunity work and 
live normal life without having 
fear social ostracism. 


seems that the disease merely 
nuisance the United States, and 
yet, not even the lowliest creatures 
the face the earth were ever abused, 
and persecuted badly for 
such interminable duration people 
with Hansen’s disease, and for what? 
know that these grave injustices are 
somewhat lessened the efforts that 
are being made spread the light 
truth HD, but this sufficient cause 
for elation? the doctor who great 
need medical supplies and assistance 
elated the fact that able care 
for only handful sick people, while 
around him multitude sick people 
must remain without medical attention: 
farmer who lacks sufficient equip- 
ment and help exulted the fact that 
has sown but few acres seed, 
while the res: his vast fields remain 
must double and redouble 
our efforts until -our cause 
heard every person every whistle- 
stop, township, and metropolis 
land. 


Open Letter 


To: The Editor, The Ft. Worth Press, 
Ft. Worth, Texas 


Feb. issue your newspa- 
per new and most unfortunate term 
wes added the already long list ex- 
pressions which perpetuate and magnify 
the public’s fear 
‘The term “the disease hate” em- 
pioyed Seth Kantor, Press Staff 
Writer, his story based inter- 
view with Methodist minister, Dr. 
Hallock, Dallas, regional director 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
who was Ft, Worth talk about 
ALM, before church and civic groups. 

respectfully object the use 
such uncalled for term and further, 
the story which was contained 
the grounds that the latter was not 
accurate representation what Dr. 
Hallock has told said. Nor the 
accurate representation the dis- 
ease itself and its treatment the Unit- 
States. Dr. Hallock called Kantor’s 
story “the worst piece reporting I’ve 
met yet.” 

zoned Lepers Come From Texas 
Says Man Who Battles Disease”. The 
story led off with statement calculat- 
arouse fear and horror. “More 
people Texas have the disease 
hate than any other people the Unit- 
States. The ‘disease hate’ an- 
name for etc., etc. 

trated the story, shown pointing 
the top off his hand and saying, 
“Sores hate grow 

Mr. Kantor attributes Dr. Hallock 
the statement that there are 2,000 inhab- 
itants Carville, (which Mr. Kantor 
incorrectly termed leper colony). 
find impossible believe that Dr. 
Hallock used any such figure. There 
are, fact, 275 patients this hospital. 

Further, the story states that most 
the “lonely, haunted here come 
from Texas. That broad statement 
subject question and qualification, 
statistically, although grant that such 
statement Texas newspaper will 

The story attributes Dr. Hallock 
statement that two sisters from Texas 
are hospitalized here and although 
cured are ashamed come home. This 
fairy There are indeed two 
sisters here who were admitted from 
Texas, but they both visit their home 
regularly. 

respectfully submit that you have 
done injustice Dr. Hallock, 
and your readers that you have 
misinformed them and 
stand it, so-called freedom the press 
does not embrace spread 
misinformation although the case 
so-called leprosy, all too frequently 
THE STAR. 
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Claude Brown THE STAR printing 
plant. 


When Claude Brown, Little Rock, 
Arkansas, National Field 
tive for The American Legion, retired 
December 1954, THE STAR carried 
news story which reviewed Mr. 
long years distinguished ser- 
vice the American Legion, both 
State and National levels, with particu- 
emphasis his great interest and 
devoted service Carville and the pa- 
tients this Claude was 
highly pleased, though felt that 
were only giving credit where credit 
was due. wrote, “it customary for 
one imagine what others might say about 
them some glowing obituary, but 
rare for one fortunate and 
enjoy the kind thoughts those love. 
Never have thrilled much 
thing that has ever happened me. 
when read that flattering, 
written ‘eulocy’ the January (1955) 
THE STAR regarding retirement. 
Even though your tribute expanded 
justifiable limits, what thrilled 
was the realization that you remembered 


feeble efforts your behalf those 
hard and difficult days that seem long 


are thankful that gave 
ing now must report his death. 

Claude Brown, 71, died January 
24, 1959, the offices his home Post, 
Eberts No. The American 
Legion, Little Rock, where was do- 
ing some volunteer work. 

Mr, Brown, World War veteran, 
became adjutant the Arkansas De- 
partment, The American Legion, 
1921 and established the Arkansas Le- 
gionnaire that year. was the first 
president the National Legion Press 
Association, was officer 
found the National Adjutants’ Associa- 
tion and was one the founders the 
40&8 Arkansas. served director 
the Arkansas Veterans Service office 
from 1928-41, then became National 
Representative The American 
Legion. 

Claude Brown made his first trip 
Carville 1943 and shall 
member that day July. marked 
turning point the growth THE 
STAR. Claude came here with the late 
Charles Deck New Orleans, an- 
other our most faithful friends, then 
the Legion’s Assistant State Service 


Rest Claude Brown 


Memorial Tribute 


had sooner dispensed 
with the social amenities, than Claude 
zipped open his briefcase and produced 
copy THE STAR, then dimly 
“This publication should 
printed magazine form with mail- 
ing privileges end widely circulated,” 
let Claude describe reaction. Five 
dent, said, face lighted. 
‘Mr. Brown, that’s the ambition 
life.’ ‘Somehow and sometime, 
get printing outfit,’ declared, 
regretting immediately the prediction 
realized how deeply Stanley would 
disappointed the press was not ob- 
tainable.” 

But staff and were not disap- 
pointed. Within year were print- 
ing THE STAR and sometime later 
had mailing permit and THE 
subscription list climbing from 
few hundred few thousand. 
month his visit, Claude dis- 


STAR with Sam Rubin 
Gere the 40&8. Mr. Rubin provide:! 
the press and supply type (the firs: 
printed STARs were aii handset) and 
other printing necessities. 

The interest the Grand Voiture 
Louisiana, sparked the interest 
Voiture National replaced our first job 
press with the high-speed press use 
today. 

Claude never missed opportunity 
sell THE STAR and talked about 
“our educational program” before matty 
groups, and was always 
Claude. kept touch with Claude 
letter, telephone and telegraph anid 
seemed sense when the job was 
getting down, Then would come 
across with message such this one, 
“Please keep faith and trust despite dis- 
appointment for immediate action, re- 
alizing we’re combatting aged phobias. 
Our big job will always education 
the public.” 

did not know then, but learned 
later that Claude was old newspaper 
power the printed word. was 
graduate journalism the Univer- 
sity Missouri. Before World War 
Red Wing, Minnesota; Muskogee, 
Cklahoma; St. Louis, San An- 
tonio and Austin, Texas; and was night 
editor the Paso Times. 

But THE STAR was means 
Claude Brown’s only interest Car- 
ville. that very first visit, and 
his many succeeding visits through the 


years, met with members our loca! 
American Legion Post. was un- 
tiring worker for better legislation for 
veterans with Hansen’s disease. Nor was 
his interest here confined THE 
STAR and veterans. Scanning Claude 
report following official 
visit this hospital August 1948, 
find comments such diversified hos- 
pital problems here, the need for 
better school, vocational rehabilita- 
tion program and alternating current. 
The outmoded wheelchairs did not es- 
cape his attention and there were sev- 
eral paragraphs dealing with the low 
pay patient 

every trip Washington, 
matter how busy Claude was, would 
find time confer with Public Health 
Service Officials and with Watson 
Miller, then Federal Security Admini- 
strator, concerning various Carville 
1946 was one two 
Americen Legion 
pointed Surgeon General 
National Advisory Committee Lep- 
rosy the United States, 
this Committee and its recom- 
took shape, changes which 
patients take for granted but 
old-timers know were brought about 
through blood, sweat tears. 

Claude Brown was member the 
Fioyd Sharp Sunday School Class 
(adults) the Immanuel 
Church, Little Rock. When the topic 
“leprosy” the Bible was selected 
for lesson, volunteered teach 
the class. sent copy his talk. 
was sincere, carefully thought ou’, 
dignified presentation and those who 
heard should never again confuse the 
various diseases and conditions called 
leprosy the Bible, with the 
infection. 

Whatever concerned humanity was 
the deepest interest Claude Brown. 
His friendship, his understanding, his 
deeds, all are worthy remembrance. 


S.S. 


Medical Scientist Publishes Book 


Rene famed medical scientist, 1948 
winner the Lasker Award 
Health, and long-time associate the Rock- 
efeller Institute for medical research, will 
have new book published Harper 
Prothers, titled Mirage Health. Dr. Du- 
bos’ book the latest volume 
World Perspective Series, planned and edit- 
Ruth Nanda Anshen. 

The new book, according announce- 
ment, will range “from leprosy and plague 
aleoholism and schizophrenia. His discus- 
sion illustrates how each civilization has 
medical problems peculiar and related 
the vagaries the social and 
life the times.” 
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the need for printing press for 
i 


Declines New State Hawaii 
from page 


grouping. 

the past years, the report states, 
patients recovered and were released 
from Hale Mohalu. Outpatient services 
are available. 

Families and close relatives new 
patients are examined annually. 

Last year, the Hansen’s disease hospi- 
saw five marriages, 
births and deaths. 


Patient Employment 


Besides living longer, the average pa- 
tient much better health 
able undertake regular work within 
the hospital areas. This has created 
pitals have made reductions non-pa- 
tient staff order provide more po- 
sitions and more work for patients. 

Wages for patients range from 
cents per hour. limit hours 
per week has been placed employ- 
ment and larger number patient 
eniployees are able work full time. 
earn average monthly wage 
about $65. After years employ- 
ment, patients are granted 
two-thirds their final pay and bonus 
which brings their pension about 
$100 month. There are now pa- 
tients receiving pension, whom 
went pension during the past year. 

patients are employed average 
monthly wage $58. There rela- 
tively larger turn-over patient em- 
ployees Hale Mohalu since patients 
are discharged soon they are med- 
ically released and not remain long 
enough become eligible for pension. 

Recognizing the need for additional 
emphasis vocational training and 
placement, the Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion Service has assigned full time 
vocational counsellor the 
disease program. The Department 
Public Instruction continued 
vide elementary and high school edu- 
cation Hale Mohalu with full time 
teacher 

The Territory receives congressional 
grants $1,000,000 annually 
bursement for the care and treatment 
Hansen’s disease Hawaii. 
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Voyageurs Visit Carville 


Voyageurs (members) the Forty 
and Eight (honor society the Amer- 
ican Legion) throughout the country, 
know Carville and its activities, 
more than 7,000 them subscribe 
THE STAR. are fortunate, that 
our educational program Hansen’s 
disease national project the 

Some Voyageurs have become in- 
terested this hospital, that they avail 
themselves their first opportunity 
visit here, and see for themselves what 
they have been reading about. 

Joe Rowley, Voiture 542, San An- 
tonio, Texas, has been 
times, His most recent visit was Feb. 
Joe takes the New Orleans Mardi 
Gras every year and makes side trip 
Carville. hospital representative 
his Voiture, and old friend 
THE Editor, Joe one 
strongest supporters. 


Mrs. 
Boog, Stanley Stein, Joe Rowley, and Mrs. 
Parr. 


Voyageur Rowley was accompanied 
this trip Mrs. John Boog and 
Mrs. E.R. Parr both San Antonio. 
Mrs. Boog Past District President 
the American Legion Auxiliary and 
Departmental Chapeau Passe the 
Eight and Forty. Mrs. Parr Past 
President ALA and Past 
State President the War Mothers. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harney have coffee with 
the STAR’s Managing Editor, Mary Ruth 
“Broussard, 

Minneapolis will host the Prom- 
enade Nationale (National Conven- 
tion) the 40&8 this year and when 
the STAR Subscription Chairman for 
the Grande Voiture Minnesota, 
Harney, and Mrs. Harney, Duluth 
were trip the deep south, 
February, they included Carville 


their route. 

The Harneys toured the hospital Feb. 
and were much impressed with the 
Now, when Voyageur Harney tells 
the story Carville and THE STAR, 
will armed with was there” in- 
formation. 
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Mr. and Mrs, Fredericksen photographed 
THE STAR office. 


Missourians, everybody knows, like 
shown and when Voyageur P.A. 
Fredericksen and Mrs. Fredericksen 
Hamilton, Mo., dropped in, March 13, 
they wanted see everything. Voyageur 
Fredericksen, headed the 40&8 
state last 

The Fredericksens have written from 
Ft. Myers, Fla., where they are spend- 
ing month. enjoyed our visit 
Carville very much. Thank you for your 
cordial reception and Mary Ruth 
Broussard for conducting our tour.” 

The same cordial reception awaits 
all Forty and Eighters who may come 
visit us. 


FOR YOUR 
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Newspapers 

Once while—and like think 
with increasing frequency come across 
piece writing about so-called leprosy 
that all the good, that states the 
case fact and truth. 

Such piece writing column Dr. 
Russell Chicago consulting 
psychologist, which appeared the North- 
side Sunday Star, Chicago, (March 
i959), under the caption “Change the Name 
—Save Life.” (Dr. Levy conducts regu- 
lar column for the Northside Sunday Star, 
and probably other papers, called “Your 
Consultant.”) 

Dr. Levy states that a worldwide dilemma 
public health exists because faulty 
translation made within the Old Testament. 
This, says, the mistaking today’s 
so-called leprosy with the disease called 
that name the Bible, “Imagine, era 
supposed enlightenment, where deadly 
enemy such polio has been brought its 
knees; where mental illness being at- 
tacked with increasing effective drugs, 
rerson who branded leper suffers 
more from the word than from the illness!” 

“In the United States there are least 
two patients large and untreated, for 
every one who receiving medical Care for 
Hansen’s disease,” Dr. Levy contends, and 
adds, “The reason for this fear the 

Dr. Levy cited the “Facts You Should 
Know About Hansen’s Disease” from our 
inside front cover and the conclusion 
the article included plug for subscrip- 
tions THE STAR for which are grate- 
ful. 


One the most widely syndicated 
medical columnists, Dr. Walter Alvarez, 
Emeritus Professor Medicine, Mayo 
Foundation, every often devotes his col- 
umn discussion “leprosy”. Most 
what said the subject (March 25, 
1959) was good but entirely too fond 
the terms “leper” and “leprous”, this 
his admission, “For years, have 
read the descriptions leprosy the Bible, 
have kept saying myself, none this 
the leprosy that know today.” 

Once again Dr. Alvarez pleads for bet- 
ter attitude the part the public, “The 
reason that the horror people feel for lep- 
rosy not all justified the facts. 
know the disease well only because 
father was one the world’s experts the 
subject. while ago, when was visiting 
great leprosarium, the physician 
charge told man—not leper—who, 
years ago, came the colony with his lep- 
rous wife, take care her. When she 
died, married another leprous woman. 
She died, and turn, was husband. 
five leprous women. this, 
never caught the disease! Obviously, can- 
not very contagious.” 

The case cited Dr. Alvarez not 
isolated one. know similar ones, may- 
not quite that many spouses, even one 
Carville. Such cases, and the low inci- 
dence marital infection the world over, 
cast doubt the theory currently most 
vogue among the medicos, that Hansen's 
disease transmitted skin skin con- 
tact. 


Ann Landers, syndicated advice column- 
ist, has gone bat for again. re- 
cent article she explained that leprosy 
not highly communicable disease. 
result, two school children wrote her and 
said their teacher had challenged Miss 
Landers’ information, saying that Father 
Damien caught the disease and that Miss 
was “giving people the wrong im- 
pression.” 

Miss Landers stuck her guns and said 
the teacher was giving people the wrong 
impression, answer the teacher’s men- 
tion Father Damien, Miss Landers point- 
out column published early Feb- 
ruary that in the 64-year history of Car- 
ville, not one attendant, nurse doctor had 
contracted the disease. (We call attention 


PRESS REVIEW 


the fact that Brother Dutton, Father 
successor, was Molokai for 
than years and did not get the dis- 
ease.) 

Our good friend, Madeline Deck New 
Orleans, also went bat for and wrote 
Miss Landers and asked that subscrip- 
tions THE STAR (for which Miss 
paid) sent the two students. 

Both Miss Landers and Miss Deck 
serve good pat the 


Ex-Patients Incite Unsavory Publicity 


When rains pours and publicity which 
would poison enlightened public 
standing so-called leprosy fell torrents 
Florida recently. 

This turn events 
about two unrelated incidents which in- 
volved two ex-patients and incited much 
misleading newspaper publicity about the 
Gisease. One incident involved former 
Kalaupapa, Molokai, Hawaii The 
other incident was one involving former 
Carville patient, discharged from this hos- 
pital about year ago. was arrested 
charges 

The former Kalaupapa patient, the story 
goes, was found half-starved Tampa, 
Fla., rooming house. told the Tampa 
Tribune Feb. 18, says was hospital- 
ized Hawaii where lived for years 
and later came this country. For time 
his disease caused him trouble, said, 
but after reappeared hid himself his 
room and eventually the neighborhood 
learned his disease and was unable 
even buy food, This lead eventually his 
discovery police and then public health 
authorities who had him sent Carville. 

While this incident graphically points 
the need for enlightened public under- 
standing the disease, such scare story 
tions only adds fuel the already sub- 
stantial fire. For example, his limbs did 
drop off quoted saying. Too, 
find difficult believe that did 
not know that treatment was readily avail- 
able this hospital wanted it. 

should said fairness the news- 
paper, however, that almost every word of 
the story attributed the patient and 
little said the way interpretation 
Charles Hendrick, who wrote the story. 
fact, Hendrick apparently contacted public 
health officials, among them Dr. John Neill, 
the Dade County health department, 
peinted out that so-called leprosy only 
slightly contagious. 

usually the case with newspapers, 
the worst damage done the headlines. 
this case read “Leper Tells His 
Private Hell Secrecy and Fear.” The 
overline read “Watched Limbs Fall Off.” 
That will give the reader pause grant, 
but such statements the latter are cer- 
tainly misinformative. 

Since Florida one the endemic states, 
important note that the story will 
much scare potential patients away 
from medical treatment they might other- 
wise seek. 

The Miami Herald had field day Jan- 
uary and early February with stories about 
former Carville patient. Judging the 
headlines and direct quotes the him- 
self did bang-up job for the Herald’s re- 
porters, “How Leper Feels”, “Leper! the 
World Said, and was Shunned”, “He 
Eats and Sleeps Alone County Jail” and 
“Lonesome Leper Runs—-Nabbed”, etc., etc. 


Other Side the Ledger 


the other side the ledger the 
story conflict sorts between Mrs. 
Gertrude Hornbostel, former Carville pa- 
tient, now New York, and the 
Daily News Service. usual the case 
conflict involving Mrs. Hornbostel, her 
opponent came out second best. 

The campaign was launched when Mrs. 
Hornbostel protested the Daily 
News about article which the word 


appeared number times and 
which was general loaded with misin- 
ormation, her protest, Mrs. 
was interviewed Milt Freu- 
the Chicago Daily News 
vice and the subsequent story carried 
some ¢€0 newspapers. 

Hornbostel acknowledges that the 
story was factually correct all details 
save one, but protested anew the fact that 
had used the odious word 

“Revarding the headline, contradicts 
your e‘fort, but in a most dramatic appeal. 
does tell the story way that 
reach many casual readers.” 
response this Mrs. Hornbostel wrote: 
reason for your letter—I think you 
slyness with that head- 
line. And this time know that the headline 
writer had nothing with it, because 
did not hear say that. imagine you 
patting yourself the back the one 
hand while your conscience does you 
bit, you wouldn’t have written about it. 
will keep bothering you when 
you remember those grandchildren 
mine, and the fact that trying live 
normal life, and don’t want any dramatic 
headline appeal, which that obnoxious 
word being used; told you. 

“Otherwise the article excellent. How- 
ever, the finest dish ruined you dump 
garbage pail over it.” 


Magazines 


The April issue Coronet contains 
story Fergus Cronin entitled “Queen 
the ‘the story concerns Helen Kel- 
ler, missionary for the North American 
branch the Sudan United Mission, who 
has been working for years the Tchad 
territory French Equatorial Africa. Miss 
Keller apparently doing fine job and 
good part the story deals with problems 
she confronts other than so-called leprosy. 

The major objection the story the 
obnoxious title and repeated use the word 
“leper” and the fact that the disease pre- 
sented the usual frightening light. 

coincidence the March issue the 
same magazine contains article which 
immediately caught our interest. en- 
titled “My Disease Made Untouchable.” 
This title has all the earmarks 
raising story about so-called leprosy and 
the horrible but strangely enough 
about another disease—epilepsy. 

The story, anonymous victim 
epilepsy, concerns laws which discriminate 
against epileptics and challenges the bitter 
unfairness such laws, course, the word 
“leper” did not escape mention, and usual 
was bad company. “...if were for- 
eign born, seeking admission the 
lumped with the feeble-minded, 
the insane, the alcoholics, the lepers, the 
prostitutes and the paupers, and denied en- 
under Federal immigration laws.” 

Until now, “untouchable” has been pretty 
our word, but would gladly give 
the victims epilepsy—but are 
certain they want (and deserve it) 
more than the patients this hospital and 
cther Hansen’s disease patients throughout 
the world. 

connection with the anonymous au- 
thor’s “untouchable” story Coronet, 
interest that there currently move- 
ment abandon use the word “epilepsy” 
and and are not the only 
ones who suffer from the tyranny words. 

his chapter “Epilepsy Rehabilita- 
the book The Handicapped and 
Their Rehabilitation, edited Harry 
Pattison, M.D., Dr. Donald states, 
“Because the bad connotations which 
words ‘epilepsy’ and ‘epileptic’ have 
the minds the general public ad- 
visable avoid them altogether, ‘Seizure 
disorder’ more acceptable. strongly 
urged that this term used 
With patients, relatives, teachers, and em- 
ployers.” 
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the Editor THE STAR: 
THE STAR complimented upon 
steady progress factual reporting the 
mature viewpoint. The latest issue the 
magazine one its better. 

editorial column asks, “Where 
from here?” part this report differs 
somewhat from figures the net 271 
from laboratory review the bac- 
teriology reports for the year. probable 
that your readers would be interested in 
these figures. 

125 patients had positive bacteriologic 
test during the year. This does not mean, 
ipso facto, that all are arrested, but does 
have some significant meaning as to treat- 
ment value. Fifty-six cases showed organ- 
isms only rarely. Many this group were 
approaching the arrested state, some reach- 
ing during the year. Many, however, were 
stationary status, and, statistically 
least, few must considered moderately 
active, because progression nerves will 
take place the absence activity the 
skin. Another group patients showed 
few moderate numbers organisms dur- 
year, and patients showed con- 
the cases these last two groups are more 
recently admitted, and many will doubtless 
become arrested eventually. However, there 
are also few older cases these groups 
which drug fastness has probably taken 
place. must remembered that “num- 
erous organisms” not synonymous with 
severity the case. Three cases had 
test done during the year. 

Another question asked, “Is Carville 
become research and training center?” 
possible answer that the development 
research and training center within 
Carville currently taking place, even 
the point that Carville already de- 
fined these terms. The best way en- 
courage this development use the pre- 
sent, not the future, tense. The greater this 
development, the greater the advantage 
the patient body, and promoting solu- 
tions the problems this infectious dis- 
ease. The problems of leprosy generally, and 
Carville particular, cannot separat- 
ed. 

George Fite, M.D. 

Chief, Laboratory Branch 

U.S. Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, La. 


* * * 


Enclosed please find money order for 
subscription THE STAR. 
His Service for the Leprous. 
Rev. J.A. Tanner 
The Mission Lepers 
Canadian Branch 
Winnipeg, Man., Canada 


The Rev: Mr. Tanner’s subscription 
THE STAR was renewal. Obviously, our 


campaign for kinder and more 


terminology has not made the slightest dent 
his His use the word “leper” 
understandable, since appears the 
title the organization represents, but 
such phrase “In His service for the 
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Dr. Jose Rodriguez Manila once ob- 
served, find myself thinking about the 
words ‘leprosy’, ‘leper’, ‘leprous’, the last 
one, me, the most odious”. us, 
too.— Ed. 


* * * 


quite sure that the Mission Lepers 
well aware the connotations the 
words which they use. this so, or- 
letters and expostulations will 
them change. They are afraid that they 
adopt softer terms their income will fall 
off. They now shock people into giving and 
fear that gentle persuasion substitute. 
confess that don’t know what the reme- 
is. 

James M.D. 
Medical Director 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
Washington, D.C. 


know what the remedy is, and 
have said again and again and will con- 
tinue say so. short, nominate for 
cblivion today’s medical application the 
Cld Testament name “leprosy”. Until this 
action taken, organizations such 
will continue exploit the odious word. 


* * * 


fully share with you the hate for the 
word “leper”. Such letter you have 
received from Rev. Tanner very disagree- 
able me, too. hard for under- 
stand how people who have deep compas- 
sion for people need should continue 
use word that most cruel and unjusti- 
fied 1959. 

far abandoning the complete word 
“leprosy” because the disagreeable word 
“leper” “leprous”, not satisfied 
that that justified, you perhaps know. 
fully realize that the two terms have been 
associated for long time; but very 
much disturbed the problem teaching 
doctors and those directly associated with 
the disease about the manifestations the 
disease. 

most important today than ever be- 
fore identify the disease early enough 
that therapy can effective. are just 
beginning break through among medical 
people teaching them something about 
the disease that they recognize rea- 
sonable Now, change the term 
entirely, they may not learn for long time 
how recognize the new name and the new 
disease, which isn’t actually new disease 
all. 

the conference Tokyo, was struck 
one the presentations dermatolo- 
gist, Dr. Fasal. presented very well- 
illustrated talk various diseases that had 
been called “leprosy” which were not lep- 
rosy and various other skin diseases which 
were leprosy, which were not identified 
leprosy for long time after first treated 
dermatologists. 

This problem recognizing the lesions 
leprosy real among doctors, and 
complicate the situation completely 
abandoning the term, afraid will de- 
lay the early recognition cases and there- 
fore harm the ultimate hope com- 
pletely eliminating the disease among hu- 
man beings. change the term 
Hansen’s disease, will take long time 
and lot explaining among medical folks 
assure them what are talking 
about 

However, thoroughly can understand 
your feelings the subject and surely 
share with you the hope that the disease will 
become obsolete before many decades. 

the Tokyo Congress, for the sake the 
record, one contribution the discus- 
sions follows: “As long sick folks 
are still stigmatized ‘lepers’ doctors 
this congress, too little progress has been 
“None can called deformed but the un- 
kind.” 

appreciate THE STAR and read with 


interest much its content. 


Horace Giffen, M.D. 
Immanuel Hospital 
Clinico-Pathology Laboratory 
Omaha, Nebr. 


Dr. Giffen had proof the Tokyo Con- 
gress that long the name “leprosy” 
retained the scientific designation for 
the disease, long will patients brand- 
“leper”. Granted, change name 
would present certain difficulties and prob- 
the medical people, but insur- 
mountable ones and the benefits that would 
realized human dignity well 
scientific accuracy proper identification, 
would more than compensate. There am- 
ple historical precedent, tuberculosis 
for consumption) and the doctors have made 
ereat recognizing and treatment 
that disease under its modern name. 
took time. 

the Middle Ages, string 
diseases such scurvy and conditions such 
“offensive sweating from the armpits” 
were all lumped together under the one 
name “leprosy”. (See MacArthur’s paper 
this issue, pages 12.) Medical textbooks 
late the 19th century, were still call- 
ing psoriasis, “leprosy”. Except for tradi- 
tion and convenience, there more rea- 
son for calling the Hansen infection the 
term “leprosy” than any 
the other diseases and conditions which 


this catch-all misnomer has 
plied.—Ed. 


* * * 


Even though the cause your sending 
the last issue THE STAR was 
attention the fact that you had re- 
primanded editorially, still enjoyed 
seeing the publication again. 

leprosy always refer the condition 
Hansen’s disease did the enclosed 
South Korea. erred not doing this 
the article which filed from Hong Kong 
and your reprimand quite order, but 
not for the reason you state, that “ap- 
not aware that the word ‘leper’ 
have been quite aware 


this since visited Carville several years 
ago. 


Howard Rusk, M.D. 
The New York Times 
Times Square 

New York 18, 


* * * 


For several years have been your 
mailing list and wish thank you for 
sending THE STAR regularly. 

After nine years New Guinea where 
held the position Chief the Division 
Leprosy Control, went back the Nether- 
lands specialise dermatology. 

There are more than 300 patients this 
country, only are hospitalised voluntarily, 
and the remainder are treated as outpa- 
tients. till now have not seen 
single patient infected this country. This 
striking contrast with the situation 
parts New Guinea. have investi- 
gated areas where per cent the popu- 
lation showed symptoms leprosy within 
years after the disease was introduced 
the community. that situation adults 
were as susceptible as children and it has 
nothing with more less contagious- 
ness leprosy. have made detailed study 
the situation these high endemic areas 
and convinced that several factors are 
involved. One these the tuberculosis 
these areas with high preval- 
ence tuberculosis was a not wide spread 
disease and often not very long ago intro- 
duced. Other factors are hygiene, intensity 
bodily contact, customs the people and 
seems possible that “natural selection” 
plays role too. 


page 20) 
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from page 19) 


the New Guinea situation, our main 
problem detect patients early 
stage and arrange treatment for everyone. 
The social problem not big one, com- 
pared with more developed countries. 
Changing the name will not great help. 
Everyone knows what leprosy is. Educa- 
tion more promising and happy 
state that rule the papuans react very 
reasonable. one our most infected areas 
(8.6 per cent prevalence) all infectious pa- 
tients were admitted the local leprosari- 
um, and although there compulsory 
segregation, not single patient went back 
before he reached the negative stage. Re- 
leased patients are accepted again the 
community without trouble. They are among 
our best propagandists. 

tinue leprosy work part-time base, here 
the Netherlands, before going back again 
the field the tropics. 

sad fact that many educated 
Europeans act less reasonable but the pri- 
mitive papuans regard leprosy, al- 
though there less reason for fear. 
whole, the situation not bad 
seems the States- most patients 
here are able live and work the com- 
munity without difficulties however for the 
first time now. often avoid the use 
“leprosy” because too many people here 
not know what leprosy and have preju- 
dice even before they know what leprosy is. 
feel that your activities are more actual 
here but those countries New Guinea, 
but there have often used your paper for 
educational purposes too. will appreciate 
very much you will keep your 
mailing list. 

D.L. Leiker, Arts (M.D.) 
Rotterdam 
Bergweg 81, Netherlands 


appreciate your sending THE STAR. 
However, not have the time read all 
the reading matter that would like read, 
and not like see this publication 
wasted everytime arrives here. 

Therefore, please discontinue sending 
Thank you. 

J.E. Schmidt, M.D. 
Monroe Park 
iCharlestown, Ind. 


Evidently, have failed our attempt 
interest Dr. Schmidt our war against 
certain words. Dr. Schmidt, are reliably 
informed, ardent pursuer correct 
one-definition medical terms, opposed 
words which have meanings, and 
what better example multi-definition 
term could one find than “leprosy”? Dr. 
Schmidt, former Baltimore physician, au- 
thor two medical vocabulary tomes, has 
launched revolutionary project stand- 
ardize medical terminology. 

the chairman committee pre- 
paring book entitled “U.S. Lexicopeia 
dictionary-type volume with medical 
meanings and spellings standardized and 
explained. The book not only list the 
correct terms, but will enumerate the wrong 
ones and point out just why they are wrong. 
Oh, what valuable ally would have 
been! have written this rather lengthy 
Editor’s note because haven’t given 
yet, and perhaps one our readers can 
convince him.—Ed. 


* * * 


happy say that arrived Lam- 
barene February, 1959 via many 
for survey leprosy work. 

was choked with tears joy when 
met here the great man, Dr. Schweitzer. 

Holy Land, Israel and Jordan. During 
stay Rome visited the Holy Father 
Vatican, personally. 

will here until Easter and know 
will learn many things under Dr. Schweit- 
Working with him daily, understand 


his life and personality more clearly 
heart, not head. 

After Easter will Denmark 
study the International Peoples College 
special student for three months. 

Iam going visit U.S.A. coming Septem- 
ber. you like want visit you during 
stay America. Would you please 
kind enough let know when the time 
visit will convenience you. 

Rhee Yil Sun 

c/o Albert Schweitzer 
Lambarene, Gabon 
French Equatorial Africa 


Dr. Rhee Yil Sun Korean physician 
and Protestant doing out- 
standing job his country treating patients 
with Hansen’s disease. Now world tour, 
Dr. Rhee Yil Sun expepcts the U.S. 
September and will then spend some 
time 


* * * 


wish commend THE STAR for the 
very interesting articles Hansen’s dis- 
ease. look forward each copy 
keeps posted the latest informa- 
tion which can use lecture, “Ad- 
ventures Medicine from Witchcraft 
World Health”. 

Harvey Merker 
201 Kirby, Apt. 304 
Detroit Mich. 


* * * 


got back research paper this week 
called “That Tragic Name 
Leprosy”) and had Although 
was not alone this group, other paper 
got higher mark. will forever grate- 
ful for your kind assistance. 

Since began research Hansen’s 
disease, have become more and more in- 
terested the disease. now reading 
book called Man Against Germs A.L. 
Baron, Ph.D., and has aroused some 
questions mind which know one 
could answer better than you. First, 
states that found many different 
climates. then implies that neither cli- 
mate nor environment have anything 
with its contagion. 

Another thing points out that Han- 
sen’s disease highly contagious. For ex- 
ample, says that several men got the 
disease after single appointment with 
“leprous prostitute.” says that two 
merican sailors contracted “leprosy” from 
tattooer Australia. 

his mention the U.S.P.H.S. Hospital 
Leprosarium”. says that people infected 
with the Hansen germ are forced 
and remain the hospital there Carville. 
mentions persons “going through the 
vain effort escape from their 
place enforced solitude. This altogether 
contrary the information given 
guide when visited Carville. said that 
every patient, regardless his condition, 
was not forced stay there, but was free 

reference cures, Dr. Baron says 
that sulfones and Streptomycin are only 
slightly satisfactory best. refers 
Dr. Hansen and Dr. Daniel Danielssen 
pioneers but gives credit for helping 
improve treatment the disease its 
victims. 

you can see, Sir, quite confused. 
trust that you will answer this soon 
possible that may use your informa- 
tion research paper dis- 
ease which preparing for chemistry. 
This paper will more detailed account 
the disease disease and not much 
the subject the sufferers was 
first. 

Once again let gratefully acknowledge 
your assistance and your expression 
true interest. only hope that paper did 
small part your never-ending war 
“radiate the light truth Hansen’s 
disease.” 

would like hear your opinion the 


theory that cockroaches carry 
germ. 


the Hansen 


Ferman Lazarus, Jr. 
126 Chestnut 
McComb, Miss. 


Young Mr. Lazarus alert high school 
student who came Carville himself 
gather material for his theme. reply 
the questions Baron’s book raised, 
sent Herman tearsheet from THE 
STAR 1958) carrying 
review the chapter that book de- 
voted so-called The chapter 
titled “The Unclean Germ” was out- 
rage and completely off the beam from 
start finish. pictured Carville 
prison, rather than hospital. diffi- 
cult understand how Baron, with degrees 
chemistry and biology from NYU, could 
have written such misinformative chapter, 
and how old and respectable firm such 
Dutton could have published such tab- 
loid slanted junk. book such Ba- 
ron’s, supposedly authoritative, 
petuates the misconceptions are striv- 
ing correct. Having visited Carville, Her- 
man the Baron statements, but 
imagine how many people, including high 
school and college students, will accept 
Baron’s statements face value. 

There school thought, minority, 
represented Dr. Bernard Moiser, now 
England, which contends that cockroaches 
carry the Hansen’s bacillus and can trans- 
mit the disease. The latest information 


this subject contained the report the 
Technical Committee Epidemiology and 
the VII International Congress 
Leprology, Tokyo (Nov., 1958), “In recent 
years the possible role insects the 
transmission leprosy has been revived. 
Non-flying insects such lice, fleas, and 
bedbugs and itch mites have been suspected 
from time time. Although acid-fast bacilli 
have been found various insects there 
are modern data relating the cultiva- 
bility these bacilli their frequency 
insects found association with cases 


leprosy compared thos 
other places.”—Ed. 


After reading THE STAR 
copies hospital library. 
Maria Cronin 
Shattuck Hospital 
The Commonwealth Mass. 
Dept. Public Health 


Jamaica Plain, 


Ex-Patients Write 


place all 


suppose there are very radical chan 
Carville. THE STAR speaks 
Bernardino asked “tell his congre- 
all about leprosy” week ago, and 
had big time. Got little money for the 
American Leprosy Missions, and believe 
fave the folks there new understanding 
the present status treatment and cure 
disabuse their minds the mistaken in- 
formation many people have. 
Rev. Clarence Olmstead 
319 Adams 
Glendale, Calif. 


* * * 


think you have turned out especially 
fine and enormously informative number 
THE STAR, January-February, The 
scientific articles are great. They give the 
paper 

also like Lou Boudreaux’s article. 
partial view outsiders what 
bunch suffering guinea pigs will “go 
for” the hope alleviating their troubles, 
just like did with streptomycin, only 
have balance knocked out from under 
for the rest life. 

Gertrude Hornbostel 
1928 Wilson Ave, 
North Bellmore, 
Long Island, N.Y. 


March-April 1959 


Located the eastern shore the Mississippi Carville, La., the U.S. Public Health Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare operates Study Center and Hospital community for the treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. Financed entirely through funds appropriated Congress, (budget for fiscal year 1959 
July 1958- June 30, 1959, approximately $1,900,000), Carville the only place the continental United States where 
person with Hansen’s disease may assured medical care and full maintenance. 

1894 the State Louisiana opened home for its residents with the present site which was formerly 
the old “Camp The State institution operated home rather than hospital. 

1917 Congressional action charged the U.S. Public Health Service with responsibility for the care and treatment 
Hansen’s disease patients from all parts the United Because World War action this legislative measure 
was postponed for several years. Then committee Public Health Service officers was appointed select suitable site 
for the proposed hospital. Great difficulty was this task. State cared cede territory the Government 
for that purpose. Finaily, the matter was settled purchasing from the State Louisiana January 1921, the pro- 
perty occupied the Home. 

Carville’s staff, numbering about 250, consists commissioned officers the U.S. Public Health Service and 
fied employees certified the U.S, Service Commission. The latter include the Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville its early days State administration. 

CARVILLE OBJECTIVES TODAY, outlined Dr. E.B. Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, are: 

give medical and surgical care patients with Hansen’s disease, commonly known leprosy, and record, eval- 
uate and report such experiences order improve the management cases. 

collect and analyze epidemiologic information all admitted cases order that more effective public health 
measures may taken control Hansen’s disease the United States and elsewhere, and maintain liaison with 
States and Territorial Health Departments and Bureaus and Divisions the Federal Government concerned with the 
control Hansen’s disease. 

conduct research Hansen’s disease and its and cooperate with government and private agencies con- 
ducting studies that promise yield information which wili help control Hansen’s disease. 

disseminate objective information Hansen’s disease, and its public health aspects and control measures 
medical, para-medical and lay groups order balance extreme opinions concerning Hansen’s disease and help put 
effect the measures needed bring the disease control. 

institute and maintain active rehabilitation program, using all existing resources and exploring, developing 
and acquiring new resources motivate and prepare the patient for return his own community outside Carville 
acceptable and contributing member society. 

fulfill the responsibilities leadership thrust upon this hospital combination the facts that the United 
States has achieved world leadership medicine and that this the only leprosarium the continental United States. 

order achieve these objectives, the hospital divided into five Branches Clinical, Laboratory, 
itation, Administrative, and Epidemiology (not yet activated). Together with the Medical Officer Charge, the 
Branch Chiefs form Directorate five, four whom physicians. 

The Clinical Branch consists seven sections, Medical, Dental, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dietetics, Medical Records and 
Medical 

The Laboratory Branch has five sections, Pathology, Microbiology, Chemistry, Accessory and Animal House. 

The Rehabilitation Branch includes the Chaplains and six sections, Physical Therapy, Therapy, Man- 
ual Arts Therapy, Health Education, Social Service and Special Services (school, recreation, patient enterprises). 

The Administrative Branch consists sections, Personnel, Financial Management, Buildings and Grounds, Sup- 
ply and Housekeeper. 


The present census this hospital approximately opportunities while undergoing treatment. 
patients, representing broad range occupational, cul- 
tural and social interests and many nationalities, 
antly Latin-American. Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 


* * * * * * * * 


years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half General visitors, with the exception those under 16, are 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any pubiic admitted for guided tours the hospital a.m., 
gathering. p.m. Visitors are not required take any special precau- 
tions, Carville now has more than ten thousand visitors 

Approximately 100 Carville patients enjoy part time but even so: 

What does the General Public know about disease? Unfortunately, the public general knows very 
little about Hansen’s disease. The average person has feelings, prejudices and emotions about this illness rather than 
information. Readers THE STAR, armed with Facts, can help replace emotion with reason, prejudice with 
understanding and falsehood with truth. 

How you and your friends can help-here are some specific ways: 

Correct your friends when they talk about “lepers” pass misinformation about Hansen’s disease. 

Tactfully correct such expressions “the unclean 

Tactfully correct any statement that connects Hansen’s disease with moral promiscuity. There medical con- 
nection all. 

Write courteous letter any writer, editor, radio television station that uses such cliches “unclean 
“he shunned had leprosy” and the Protest this insult human dignity and cliche based 
out-dated ideas. THIS ONE THE MOST IMPORTANT HELPS YOU CAN GIVE! 

Continued use these old comparisons not only makes harder for the discharged patient join his community 
again also cruel the present patient who reads hears these phrases. 
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WEEP MORE 
LITTLE 
WEEP MORE 


THE READER WILL CLIP 
THE COUPON AND SEND 
SUBSCRIPTION OUR WAY... 


(WE 


According Webster, star that leads. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 

Furnish vocational rehabilitation for interested patients. 

Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 

bi-monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 

Address 

City Zone State 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please 


Note Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 
Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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